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V O LUM E 11, NUMBER 3

INT~R ATIONAl ~D~tATION

As our globe shrinks,
WMU~ world expands

Faculty broaden understanding of world events
Editor's note: Western Michigan University's wellknown international experts do much more than
strengthen the classroom experience for students.
They also make important contributions to
understanding the complexity of our increasingly
interconnected world. To help us all gain a better
perspective of world events today, the Westerner in
January asked six faculty members to comment on
the Middle East, Europe, Latin America, Africa, and
Asia. We asked the regional experts how current
events in these regions affect the rest of the world
and how these regions will be viewed five years
from now. The following story is an edited,
condensed version of their responses.

MIDDLE EAST
"There is no way to predict the future of the Middle
East," says Dr. Lawrence Ziring, professor of
political science and director of the Institute of
Government and Politics. "The Middle East can't be
looked at in a vacuum. It is, of course, part of a
much larger global picture. One has to think in
terms of what the world will look like in five years."
According to Ziring, that largely depends on the
driving force behind Middle Eastern and world
events, a force he characterizes as the division
between powers wishing to maintain the status quo

and powers wishing to change it. Nationalism,
economics, ideology, religion, and politics all fall
within this force, he says.
"The status quo powers in the Middle East, at
present, belong to the Arabian peninsula's oilproducing states, most of which represent
traditional forms of monarchy," Ziring says. "Those
who challenge the status quo say this is an
inappropriate and wasteful way of organizing
modern political systems. They want to replace
monarchy with what they claim are more popular
forms of political organization.
"The real problem is that when we look at this
conflict between old and new political systems
among the Arab states, we must factor in the Israeli
state, the only non-Muslim country in the Middle
East. That presents another kind of problem. Israel
is viewed in the Muslim world as a last vestige of
Western imperialism-a status quo state that the
Arabs generally are not prepared to accept."
Imperialism is also significant in the perspective
of Dr. Erika Loeffler, professor of anthropology.
"The events of the past year or two have done
nothing to dispel the Arab feeling that 'The
United States is out to get us,' " Loeffler says.
"The conflict will increase and the anti-imperialist sentiments will increase." Just as

Continued on page 3

Some people view the ivy-covered halls of learning as a world unto
itself. But this view is increasingly out of step with reality as national
boundaries blur and universities strive to prepare their students to
function in the aftermath.
"To offer a quality education, a university needs to offer an international program," Christina Sonneville, Western Michigan University
foreign studies coordinator, observed. "It's the best preparation you
can have for the job world, no matter what profession. Every facet of
our daily life is influenced by what goes on in the world community.
Travel and study abroad brings people into greater awareness and
interconnectedness."
To that end, WMU offers a multitude of opportunities for students
to expand their understanding of the larger world around them.
Due to the magnitude of WMU's international program and the
number of related services it provides on campus and in overseas
locations, the University established what is now known as the Office
of International Affairs. Headed by Dr. Norman C. Greenberg, senior
adviser to the pres\dent for international affairs, t\1e offi e centralizes
the University's far-ranging progtam.
One of the main aspects of that program is providing international
education experiences for students through overseas study. WMU has
contractual linkages with thirty-one universities and agencies in
seventeen foreign countries, including linkages with Xibei University
in the People's Republic of China, Addis Ababa University in Ethiopia,
and other institutions in Europe, Africa, Asia, Canada, Mexico, and
the Middle East.
Dr. Howard J. Dooley, administrative officer for the Office of
International Affairs, said the basic idea of these linkages is to develop
formal reciprocal relations with colleges and universities abroad that
can evolve into faculty, student, and research exchanges.
"Linkage involves mutual benefits and contributions," Dooley
noted. "There is a serendipitous effect; we discover areas of mutual
interests as the relationship grows and expands into other r.ealms, like
a ripple in a pond."
From the Soviet Union to Spain, an extensive list of more than
thirty foreign study programs are available to students, staff, alumni,
and friends of the University. Approximately eighty WMU students
were on study tours this winter in fourteen countries.
Among the various experiences available is the unique Semester at
Sea program. Academically sponsored by the University of Pittsburgh,
the shipboard program is literally a floating university. As the ship
moves from one port to another, students choose from a variety of
fifty courses with an international focus. While in port, the opportunity to observe and assess contrasting cultures gives students a firsthand perspective of world issues and problems.
Information about future travel and learning trips available to
alumni and and friends of the University may be obtained by writing
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Barrett named WMU's second in command

-

-

Dr. Nancy S. Barrett, an academic administrator with
experience in both higher education and the federal
government, has been named Western Michigan University's
provost and vice president for academic affairs.
Barrett, forty-eight, is the first woman to fill the position
at WMU. The provost and vice president for academic affairs
is the University's chief academic officer and is second in
command to the president. Barrett was selected from among
115 candidates and five finalists.
A leading expert on government fiscal policy and privatesector productivity, Barrett had been dean of the Samuel J.
Silberman College of Business Administration at Fairleigh
Dickinson University in Teaneck, New Jersey, since 1989.
Before that she had been a professor of economics and
chairperson of the Department of Economics at American
University in Washington, D.C.
The appointment, which was effective February 18,
includes tenure as a professor in the Department of
Economics. Barrett replaces Dr. George M. Dennison, who
left WMU last summer to become president of the University
of Montana. Dr. A. Bruce Clarke, who had been associate
vice president for academic affairs, succeeded Dennison
while a permanent replacement was being sought.
"We had a rich field of superbly qualified candidates from
which to choose," President Diether H. Haenicke said. "I am
selecting Dean Barrett on the basis of her strong scholarly
record, her extensive experience in government service, and
her tested administrative skills.

• Gov. Engler appoints two alumni as trustees

Gov. John
Engler has
appointed
Richard G.
Haworth of
Holland and Roy
S. Roberts of
Royal Oak to the
Board of
Trustees for
Richard Haworth
Roy Roberts
eight-year terms.
They replace
Geneva J. Williams of Detroit and Carol A. Waszkiewicz of
Kalamazoo, whose terms expired December 31. Haworth,
B.B.A. '64, is the president and chief executive officer of
the Haworth company. Roy S. Roberts, B.B.A. '69, is manufacturing manager of General Motors Corporation's
Cadillac Motor Car Division.
Haworth began his career in the contract furniture
industry when he joined the family-owned business as
assistant sales manager in 1964. He was named vice president of research and development in 1966 and executive
vice president of the company three years later. He has
served in his present position since 1976. Roberts
returned to General Motors in 1990 from a position as
vice president and general manager of truck operations at
Navistar International Transportation Corporation in
Chicago, Illinois. During his eleven years with GM, he was
vice president in charge of personnel administration and
held other executive positions in manufacturing, quality
control, and human resources.
• Powell replaces Coyne as head of student services
Dr. Theresa A.

Powell has been
appointed acting
vice president
for student services, replacing
Thomas E.
Coyne, the
longest serving
vice president in
Theresa Powell
Thomas Coyne
WMU's history.
Coyne resigned
January 1 to take a one-year administrative leave, and
then will retire on January 1, 1992.
Powell has been WMU's dean of students since July
1988. Previously she was director of the two-year campus
programs for the Ohio Board of Regents.
Coyne, B.A. '55, has been associated with WMU since

"The working relationship between the president and the
provost is a very close one," he continued. "I look forward to
a successful association with Dr. Barrett in the years to
come."
In accepting her new position, Barrett said, "Western
Michigan University is poised for a major leap forward. The
potential for creating some of the most innovative and
exciting new programs in the country is here to be tapped,
and I am delighted with the opportunity to be a part of its
development."
Barrett received her doctoral degree in economics from
Harvard University in 1968. Her scholarly work includes an
emphasis on cultural diversity and equality of opportunity
for women and minorities, and she has published extensively
in the areas of poverty and economic discrimination.
In addition, Barrett has held a number of high-level
positions in the federal government, including deputy
assistant secretary of labor for policy, evaluation, and
research in the Carter Administration. In this position, she
was responsible for developing and coordinating economic
and regulatory policy and for directing research activities
within the Department of Labor. She has also served as
deputy assistant director for fiscal analysis at the
Congressional Budget Office, an adviser on economic policy
for the Carter-Mondale presidential transition, and a senior
staff member on the President's Council of Economic
Advisers.
Nancy S. Barrett

his student days and has served the University under three
presidents. He had been vice president for student services for twenty years. In addition, he was administrative
assistant to President James W. Miller (1966 to 1970) and
director of alumni relations (1962 to 1966).
• University trustees select new leaders

Dr. Winifred D.
Fraser of
Northville and
George A.
Franklin of
Kalamazoo on
January 18 were
elected chairperson and vice
chairperson,
Winifred Fraser
George Franklin
respectively, of
the Board of
Trustees. Both terms are for one year. Fraser, who
replaces Geneva J. Williams of Detroit, is a senior associate with Lutz Associates, a human resources development
consulting firm in Detroit. Franklin is the vice president
for public affairs at the Kellogg Company in Battle Creek.
He replaces James S. Brady of Grand Rapids.
The board also granted emeritae status to Williams and
Carol A. Waszkiewicz of Kalamazoo, whose terms expired
December 31.
• Haenicke urges support for students, others
called to active duty in the Persian Gulf War

President Diether H. Haenicke has called on all members
of the University to accommodate the needs of students
and others called to active duty in the war in the Persian
Gulf.
By early February, forty students had informed the
University that they had been called or recalled to active
duty, according to the Office of the Registrar. Under such
circumstances, it is the University's policy to refund
tuition in any course for which no grade can be awarded
and to refund room and board on a prorated basis without
separation fees. "They do need and deserve our full support," Haenicke said in a statement on the war in which
he also urged tolerance as the University.debates the
conflict.
"Western Michigan University tolerates and invites dissent as a legitimate academic function and as a basic right
in a democracy" while seeking to assure "that the debate
among those with opposing views remains civil and
respectful of the rights of others," Haenicke said. "Let us
try hard to keep our debate on a civil, tolerant, and high
moral plane. The causes for which we speak and the
University deserve no other."

• WMU offers doctorate in mathematics education

The Department of Mathematics and Statistics will be
offering a doctorate in mathematics education beginning
next fall, rather than continue offering the subject area as
a concentration within the current Ph.D. in mathematics.
The degree addresses the critical nationwide shortage of
educational leaders having a strong background in mathematics. It is aimed at students interested in developing
and teaching the kindergarten-through-twelfth grade curriculum and in the psychological factors and theories of
learning mathematics.

The Westerner

Western Michigan University
Kalamazoo, Michigan
March 1991, Volume II , Number 3
Published by
Institutional Advancement
L. Michael Mosk()()is, Vice President for
institutional Advancement
Public Information
Martin R. "Joe" Gagie, Executive Director of
Public Relations and Communications
Issue Staff
Editor: Jeanne Baron, MA '89
Designer: Michael R. /lofeldt
Production Coordinator: David H. Smith
Alumni News Editor: M. Jamie Jeremy
Campus News Editor: Michael J. Matthews
Alumni News: Jean R. Pitts, BBA '83; Tracy A.
Connelly, BA '86; Elizabeth Spaniolo, '91
Campus News: Ruth A. Stevens; Cheryl P.
Roland; Michael L. Smith
Sports News: John Beatty, MA '87; Cindy
Paavola, MA '86; Dennis Durband '92
Photography: Neil G. Rankin; Jason Gould,
'91; Mark Williams, '91
Production Assistant: Joan B. Rickard

The Westerner (ISSN 0279-3628) is owned
and published monthly in September,
December, March, and June by Western
Michigan University, 1201 Oliver Street,
Kalamazoo, Michigan 49008-3899.
Second class postage paid at Kalamazoo,
Michigan 49008.
POSTMASTER: Send address changes to:
Western Michigan University
The Westerner
Office of Public Information
1201 Oliver Street
Kalamazoo, Ml 49008-5165

The Westerner is mailed to alumni and friends
of Western Michigan University. Views
expressed in the Westerner are not necessari ly those of the Alumni Association or
the University.
Western Michigan University is an equal
opportunity/affirmative action institution
and a member of the American Association
of State Colleges and Universities and the
Council for Advancement and Support of
Education.
Alumni Association Board of Directors
President
Richard F. Chormann, BS '59, Kalamazoo
Vice President
Patrick Laughlin, BA '68, Lansing
Treasurer
Wendy Stock, BBA '72, Grand Rapids
Past President
Patricia Maier Muth, BS '43, Rockford
Executive Director
M. Jamie Jeremy, Kalamazoo
Directors
Richard G. Carlson, BBA '71, Winnetka, IL
Michael C. Dallas, BBA '71, MA '72, Rockford
Michael Dietz, BBA '83, Bloomfield Hills
Robert Ethridge, BA '62, MA '70, Stone
Mountain, GA
Margaret Hoerle Benham, BS '62, MA '67
Ted Hunkins, BA '40, Burr Oak
Russell Kreis, BA '64, Kalamazoo
Larry Leatherwood, BA '69, MPA '82, Lansing
Deborah J. Mazur-Saker, BS '81, Berkley
Dennis McCrumb, BS '71, Marcellus
Marilyn Peterson, BS '66, MA '72, St. Joseph
Ju lie Schodowski Sikorski, BBA '82,
Mt. Clemens
Kevin Scott, BBA '78, Detroit
Barbara Lett Simmons, BA '49,
Washington, D.C.
Carey Weaver '93, Kalamazoo
Mark Weishaar, BBA '80, Kalamazoo
John Yellich. BA '68, MA '71 , Broomfield, CO
Robert Zakar, BBA '73, Dearborn
Philip Zwergel, BBA '59, Stephenson

the Westerner, March 1991

3

Western Michigan University

,. As our globe shrinks,

WMU~

world expands

Continued from page 1
the Office of International Affairs, 2090 Friedmann Hall,
Western Michigan University, Kalamazoo, Michigan,
49008-5011 or by calling (616) 387-3951.
In addition to foreign study programs, WMU students
can enroll in a variety of campus classes focusing on
international topics.
"Western Michigan University's commitment to international education received national attention when it
became one of the first institutions of higher education to
require the study of non-Western cultures about thirty
years ago," Greenberg said. "That requirement still exists
today."
From that initial step, WMU has developed a strong
array of academic programs. Courses with an international focus are available in nearly every undergraduate
discipline, with approximately 140 courses taught under
the international umbrella every semester.
For those wishing to have their degrees reflect an international emphasis, WMU offers majors in five languages,
including German and Latvian, and minors in six, including Russian. The International and Area Studies Program,
established twenty-five years ago, provides in-depth
undergraduate training in four areas of specialization:
African Studies, Asian Studies, European Studies and
Latin American Studies. At the other end of the spectrum,
the master of development administration is gaining popularity with international students. It trains graduates for
public administration roles in Africa, Asia, the Middle
East, and other areas described as "developing."
Other programs available include an international business minor, a translation minor, a master's degree in
English as a second language, and a master's degree in
geography with regional concentrations.
Just as WMU students who study abroad gain from their
experiences, so do the international students who travel
to Kalamazoo to study in the nation's heartland. This
second major aspect of the University's international
program, welcoming scores of international students to
campus each year, provides cultural and educational experiences for both international and American students.
Jolene Groh, director of the Office of International
Student Services, said most WMU international students
are in business or engineering programs, although

enrollments are growing in areas such as social work,
Latulippe said, "it has become a necessity for the Japanese
occupational therapy, and blind rehabilitation. According
to learn English. We are also seeing an increase in applito Groh, the record number of 1,213 international stucations from the Middle East because of the problems
dents enrolled this fall represented eighty countries and
there. Parents in the Middle East want to get their chilput WMU on par with enrollments at other Michigan
dren out of countries where there is potential danger."
The Office of International Student Services eases the
institutions.
transition for those and other students by conducting oriThe largest number of international students, 255,
entation programs, processing applications, assisting with
came from Malaysia, while another 146 came from Japan,
housing, and providing many other needed services. A
87 from India, 74 from Spain, and 66 from Thailand. The
prime example occurred in January when office staff took
number of Malaysian students has increased significantly
200 new students, mostly from warmer climates, on a
due to a special linkage program between WMU and Sunway College in Malaysia. Initiated in 1987, this agreement shopping trip for coats and boots.
allows Malaysian students to take their first two years of
A third major aspect of international education at WMU is
college at Sunway in a WMU-supervised curriculum and
the enhanced learning and understanding that springs mixtheir final two years at WMU or another overseas univerContinued on page 5
sity. This allows students to obtain an American degree
without paying U.S. tuition rates for the first two years.
Sunway student Azlan Ibrahim, a junior and student
affairs editor for the Western Herald, the student newspaper, said he came to America because he wasn't satisfied
with the journalism programs offered in Malaysian
•
•
schools. He said he feels he is receiving better training
and experience in his chosen field.
"I wanted to see what freedom of the press was all
Each year Western Michigan University's International Night
about. It's very sophisticated, very updated. You don't have
takes nearly 3,000 "globe-trotters " on a world tour in a
that guarantee over there," Ibrahim said.
single evening.
World politics, as well as WMU's course offerings and
The Office of International Affairs sponsors the intercultural event, which was founded in 1956 by professor emerita
international linkages, help dictate international student
of history Dr. Edythe Mange. Originally called Travel Night, it
enrollment,
was designed to promote WMU's study/travel tours. Since
"Our students are predominantly from Asia," Groh said,
1977 it has become more of an intercultural tradition, open
"because that's where the economy is healthy. Any kind of
to the entire community. This year's event was held
February 13.
political situation affects where students come from.
Displays on some ninety countries and information on
Three hundred students from Iran were enrolled at one
travel, study, and employment opportunities abroad were
time. Then the revolution turned things around, and ten
featured during the festive and informative evening. In addiyears later it was under eighteen."
tion, guests sampled foods from many regions of the world
The Career English Language Center for International
as the Bernhard Center hosted a "Trip for Your Taste Buds."
International Night provides an excellent opportunity for
Students has witnessed similar shifts in the student popuWMU students to learn how they can internationalize their
lation, Laura L. Latulippe, center director said. The ceneducation, Christina Sonneville, foreign studies coordinator.
ter, which is celebrating its fifteenth anniversary this year,
said.
offers intensive language instruction for students wanting
"We believe international experience is essential for a
well-rounded education," Sonneville added. "We want
to improve their English in order to pursue higher educaInternational Night to broadcast to students the wide range
tion in the United States.
of possibilities available."
"Due to the increase in trade between our countries,"
About 350 foreign students and professors, American

Around the world--.
1n an even1ng

Faculty broaden U.S. understanding of world events
Continued from page 1
important, she says, is recognizing that half of the Middle
East's population is under age fifteen. This adds to the
region's tremendous fear that the West could culturally
dominate the region, undermining the authoritarian
family structure and influencing everything from
women's rights to clothing and the role of religion,
particularly among the impressionable young.
Loeffler partly faults U.S. diplomacy for anti-American
feelings and the Persian Gulf War, which erupted in
January when Iraq failed to comply with United Nations
resolutions to withdraw from Kuwait.
Tacitly, Loeffler says, through political and diplomatic
channels, the United States in particular supported Iraqi
President Saddam Hussein's desire to expand and gave
him mixed signals about how it would react.
"Everyone has a moral claim," Ziring says of the
difficulty of resolving the crisis. "The problem is how to
reconcile those divergent moral claims. It has to be done
politically. That may only be done if we can encourage the
emergence of statesmen who are prepared to compromise.
We have been very successful at developing military types
with violent solutions. We must find ways to encourage
the emergence of real statesmen who are wedded to
diplomatic solutions."
But for Loeffler, good diplomatic solutions require a
good understanding of different cultures, and the United
States' lack of cultural awareness often leads to poor
judgments. As an example, she cites the U.S. embassy in
Iraq, which recently was headed by someone with no
knowledge of the culture or language. "This is the level at
which we conduct business in a very crucial area of the
world," she says, noting that the U.S. still doles out
embassy appointments as political rewards.
Ziring says resolving the gulf war and other regional
conflicts may well have to be accomplished by the United
Nations Security Council, which already has decisively
employed its full powers in the effort to regain Kuwait's
independence. "The Security Council should be working

on a political solution that addresses such issues as the
distribution of wealth, religious sites, ideological
differences, conflicting political systems, and the
Palestinians," he adds.
According to the two Middle East experts, other factors
will also create problems for the area. The region has been
plagued by conflicts for a long time, Loeffler says, and
even if Hussein's power is diminished after the war, a new
"strongman" may emerge, possibly in Saudi Arabia or
Iran. Additionally, concerns may shift to oil or foreign
military bases in the region.
But Ziring warns even political solutions to the region's
problems must be viewed in an historical context. He says
treaties, like alliances in the region, have proven
ephemeral and temporary. Consequently, should a peace
conference end the gulf war and carve out a Palestinian
state, Israel has no assurance such a peace settlement
would last. At the same time, Ziring fears continued arms
shipments to the area will make current and future
conflicts more deadly. "Wars have become so
technological," he says, "even a small country like Iraq
can play the part of a major power, forcing countries like
the U.S. into a gross commitment of military might."
"The Middle East won't go away." Loeffler says. "As long
as we need oil, we'll look at the Middle East." In fact, she
contends that the world balance of power has shifted from
the West and Eastern Europe to the West and the Middle
East. "Whether this will be true in five years depends
largely on what happens in Eastern Europe," she says.

EASTERN EUROPE
Dr. James M. Butterfield, assistant professor of political
science, says last year's upheaval in Eastern Europe has
left the world with opportunities for cooperation which
have not existed before in this century. Butterfield notes

Continued on page 4

students, and Kalamazoo residents who have traveled,
studied, or worked abroad, served as volunteer consultants at cultural and travel display tables. Many of
WMU's international students who attended dressed
in their native costumes
and displayed
items related
to their
cultures.
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that Western nations and their former foes are already
working together in the areas of military cooperation,
economic expansion, and ecological research.
"Reduced military tensions and cooperation on regional
military problems like the Middle East are already being
exhibited," Butterfield says, pointing out that the Soviets
are supporting the United States in the Persian Gulf War.
Much of the world, particularly the Third World, will
benefit from the reduced number of "proxy wars" that
occur when the two super powers back opposing factions
that are trying to enhance their influence in a particular
region.
Economically, Butterfield says, the Eastern Bloc is a
new area of opportunity for trade. "We have a lot to offer
that area in the economic realm," he says, citing the
sharing of technology and business "know how" as major
ways the East can benefit from cooperation from the
West.
Benefits will also occur in the ecological realm,
Butterfield maintains. "The problem with pollution is that
it doesn't respect the borders of any country. The Eastern
Bloc nations are just now acknowledging that their
environmental problems exist," he says. But he adds that
environmental experts from WMU and other Western
universities are already working to find ways to
cooperatively solve the problems.
"It is virtually impossible to predict with any certainty
what will happen in these countries because they are
going down uncharted paths," Butterfield says in
prefacing his predictions about Eastern Europe's future.
"We haven't had any experience in watching a nation go
from a communist system to a free-market, democratic
system. There is no historic precedent."
The smaller nations are the most predictable,
Butterfield says. East Germany (now part of a reunified
Germany), Poland, Hungary, and, to a lesser extent,
Czechoslovakia, are moving steadily toward a free-market
system and pluralist democracy. What will happen to the
Soviet Union, Romania, and Bulgaria is more unclear
because strong forces within these areas want to preserve
the controlled economy and closed political system. The
existence of strong nationalist forces and diverse ethnic
populations add to the uncertainty in these countries.
As for the Soviet Union, Butterfield says five years from
now it may not exist as we know it today. "It may be
replaced by a series of independent countries or by a
confederation of quasi-independent states," he says.

democratic and politically just South African state. Asefa
says both events could happen in the next five years, as
could democratization of additional black-ruled, one-party
states or military dictatorships.
The second critical development is the dramatic
collapse of communism in Eastern Europe, which Asefa
says will lead to opportunities for the United States and
Soviet Union to cooperate rather than compete for
political influence in the region. Reiterating Butterfield's
comments on Eastern Europe, he notes that many African
conflicts are extensions of Cold War conflicts.
"You have to have some degree of political stability
before you can have economic development," Asefa says.
Current developments in the region leave the field open
for the United States to participate constructively in bringing about political stability. "It's in our economic and
political interest to help bring about stability," he says.
If America plays a constructive role during this crucial
transitional time, Asefa says, positive interaction will
reach new heights. "Cultural, economic, and political
relationships between the U.S. and Africa will be of
mutual benefit to both areas," he says. Mutually beneficial
trade relationships and educational ties through
universities are likely to develop.
The United States' involvement in the Persian Gulf War
could also influence future relations, Asefa says.
"Most African nations voted in favor of the U.N. actions.
The outcome of the conflict will have a big impact on the
region," he says. "If the U.S. and her allies succeed in
liberating Kuwait, it will send an important signal to
dictators and aggressors around the world, reinforcing the
idea that future aggression will not be tolerated. Anything
that stops the power of tyranny advances the cause of
democracy and human freedom. " After the war ends, he
says, constructive U.S. leadership in solving the
Palestinian problem will enhance America's credibility
among African and Middle Eastern nations, as well as
forge a new era of peace and stability in those areas.
~~-~-~~~

ASIA

--

As with the other regions previously discussed, economic
considerations are vital to understanding Asia's impact on
the world, says Dr. Arthur W. Helweg, professor of anthropology and chairperson of the Asian Studies Program.
Economic development and a powerful Japan are
currently the driving forces in Asia and this will continue
to be the case for years to come, Helweg says. The
prospect of economic development will direct the future
LATIN AMERICA
for those countries not currently embroiled in political
What is currently happening in Europe may be as
and military turmoil, while those already in crisis can
important to the future of Latin America as any event that look forward to more of the same.
"As resources get more scarce, the idea of military
is now taking place in Latin America, says Dr. David
conflict will be more common," Helweg says. "For Japan,
Chaplin, professor of sociology and director of the Latin
with 96 percent of its energy coming from outside the
America Studies Program.
country, the question of securing resources is particularly
"In 1992, the European (economic) community
becomes a reality," Chaplin says. "The U.S., left by default crucial. Japan excels at long-term planning and routinely
lays plans for fifty to seventy-five years into the future. As
with Canada, Mexico, and Latin America, will need to
a result, this nation has long-term contracts with many of
pursue a similar Western Hemisphere agreement." The
the energy-producing countries and that fact will keep
U.S. has such a trade agreement already under way with
Japan powerful for years to come."
Canada and under discussion with Mexico, he says, but
The United States is already slowly moving toward
Latin America, "hopelessly in debt" to North American
alignment with China and Helweg expects that in five
banks, is not a promising trading partner.
"That level of indebtedness," Chaplin says, "keeps them years this alignment will be stronger as it attempts to
counteract Japan's power. China and America will develop
from buying much of our exports. But the political
strong trade and political ties, he predicts, and Japan will
reforms which their indebtedness seems to call for are
be pushed into developing its military or at least paying
very difficult to enact in a democratic system. It means
the tab for having the West provide for its defense.
piling austerity on the backs of an already impoverished
people."
The rest of Asia will see continuing conflict or a growth
In many ways, the situation in Latin America is similar in economic prosperity, he says. For India, Pakistan, the
Philippines, Vietnam, and Cambodia, current conflicts
to what is happening now in Eastern Europe, Chaplin
says. "Some tough things need to be done. Latin America will continue for many years and prevent any true
needs restructuring just like Eastern Europe, and, as with economic development. India, the current military power
in South Asia, would be a contender for economic
Eastern Europe, this is going to be very difficult."
development if it can resolve its economic and political
Latin America's debt difficulties date back to the 1973
conflicts. However, Helweg says, India will remain
OPEC oil price increases, but Chaplin predicts the next
enemies with Pakistan and, because of both nations'
two years will bring mounting pressures on the United
nuclear capabilities, some frightening moments for the
States to do something to ease the problem. However, he
says, aiding Eastern Europe and fighting the gulf war have rest of the world may result.
Strong economic development lies in store for
taken a higher priority than assisting Latin America.
Malaysia, Korea, and Thailand, he continues. These
countries, with their vast numbers of unskilled workers,
AFRICA
will become the source of workers for many more
developed countries. Meanwhile, Japan will move even
Dr. Sisay Asefa, associate professor of economics and
chairperson of the African Studies Program, believes that more into high technology areas, but will continue
emphasizing strong employment at home, avoiding the
two current developments are of major critical
to let unskilled jobs go to other nations.
tendency
importance on the African continent.
-by Cheryl Roland
The first is progress toward ending apartheid, despite
some setbacks, and movement toward developing a
I

I

Dr. Sisay Asefa has been a faculty
member since 1980. A specialist in
internationa l economic
developmen t, Asefa received a
Fulbright-Hays Senior Lectureship
Award to serve as a visiling
professor at the University of
Botswana in Southern Africa in
1987-88. While there, he helped
design the region 's first study of the
economics of food security in
collaboration with researchers from
the University of Botswana,
Michigan State University, and the Ministries of Agriculture
and of Finance and Development Planning of the Republic
of Botswana. In 1987 he led a University summer study tour
to Kenya.
Dr. James M. Butterfield has been
a faculty member since 1988. An
expert on Eastern Europe who is
fluent in Russian, Butterfield lived
and worked in the Soviet Union while
completing his graduate work in
government and international studies
at the University of Notre Dame.
Since coming to WMU, he has
participated in a research exchange
agreement with the University of
Riga in Latvia and has traveled to
this Baltic state several times.
Butterfield and his Latvian colleagues have been
collaborating on demographic studies of Latvia. Last
summer he spent seven weeks in the Soviet Union, leading
the University's fourth annual study tour of the nation and
conducting research. He is planning a seven-week stay
there this summer.
Dr. David Chaplin has been a
faculty member since 1972 when he
came to the University as
chairperson of the sociology
department, a position he held until
1989. He has published two books
and many articles on Peru and a
book on Latin America population .
He has served on a number of
national organizations and panels,
including three times on the U S
Department of Education 's Nat1onal
Defense Education Act Latin
American Funding Program and on the Executive Council of
the Latin American Studies Association. He has also
headed an association task force studying "The Future
Market for Latin Americanists. "
Dr. Arthur W. Helweg has been a
faculty member since 1972.
Helweg 's primary areas of focus
have been India and Pakistan and
immigration and ethnic relations. He
has traveled and conducted
research extensively under the
auspices of the Smithsonian Institute
and the U.S. Department of
Education's Fulbright Hays Program.
He has served as a consultant to the
National Science Foundation, the
Fulbright Hays Program, and to the
USAID Mission in Pakistan.
Dr. Erika Loeffler has been a
faculty member since 1971 . A native
of Austria, she earned degrees at
the University of Vienna and the
University of Mainz. West Germany.
She is an expert on the Iranian
revolution and the role of women in
the Middle East. Since 1965 she has
spent more than five years living
and conducting research in Iran.
These field research trips have
focused on such topics as family
structure; medicine, health, and
education in a village setting; textile production; postrevolutionary cultural change; and child rearing in the
Middle East. She has received research grants from the
National Endowment for the Humanities, the Social Science
Research Council, and the Iranian Ministry of Culture. She
also has served as a consultant to the Middle East
Research Division of the U.S. State Department.
Dr. Lawrence Ziring has been a
faculty member since 1967 and is
widely recognized for his expertise
on the Middle East, South Asia, and
the Soviet Union. Ziring has served
as a consultant to the U.S. Department of State, U.S. Department of
Defense, the Peace Corps, and the
U.S. Information Agency. He has
been a visiting fellow at Oxford
University and a fellow of the Institute
of Oriental Studies of the Soviet
Academy of Sciences . Last summer
the Atlantic Council of the United States selected him to
participate in a NATO discussion series at NATO
headquarters in Brussels, Belgium. Ziring was a founding
member and currently serves as the president of the
American Institute of Pakistan Studies. He is the aJ.llhor and
editor of fourteen books, seven relating to Pakistan.
~-----------------------------------------J
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ABC-'IV international correspondent learns his history lessons first hand
Most journalists just dream of being assigned to cover an
event as big as the war in the Middle East, the revolution
in Romania, or the release of Nelson Mandela in South
Africa.
ABC-TV's international correspondent James P. Hickey,
Jr., B.A. '69, has covered them all.
"I'm doing right now what I've always wanted to do,"
Hickey said. "As a foreign correspondent, I'm given the
opportunity to travel and see other places that I never
would have ordinarily seen-from Moscow to New Delhi
to Johannesburg."
Hickey was at his home in Rome when Iraq invaded
Kuwait on August 2. ABC-TV News immediately dispatched him to Cairo, Egypt, where for the rest of the
month he reported on the invasion and the Persian Gulf
crisis. His next assignments took him to the heart of the
political crisis, into Amman, Jordan, and Baghdad, Iraq.
He then spent six weeks in Saudi Arabia taking a critical
look at Operation Desert Shield, the United States'
response to the Kuwait invasion, and the American military's readiness to force Iraqi troops out of Kuwait should
international sanctions fail to do so before the United
Nations' January 15 deadline.
After spending the holidays in Rome, Hickey's return to
the Persian Gulf coincided with the outbreak of war. The
week of January 15 found him at an American air base in
Saudi Arabia reporting on Operation Desert Storm.
"I'm very pleased to be here and pleased to be part of
this huge story," Hickey said from Saudi Arabia during a
November telephone interview. "I recognize that I'm on
the cutting edge of history here, and that many of us feel
that we're not just covering stories, we're covering history
being made. As journalists, we all want to be involved in
big stories, stories which have an impact on American
viewers and readers. Certainly this one does more than
any other I know of in recent years."
According to Hickey, the months leading up to the war
were a learning experience for both the American troops
and the Saudis-two different cultures working side-byside toward one common goal.
''What we're seeing here is a real culture clash," Hickey
said in November. "People are trying to adjust to each
other and, at the same time, defend this country against
Iraq. Saudi Arabia has a very closed Islamic society which,
for instance, does not allow women to drive. And if you're
caught with alcohol, it's a prisonable offense. Very strict
rules are at odds with the Western way of doing things.
"Now you have 200,000, soon to be a half-million,
Americans in this country with the two societies trying to
get along. And it is working to some extent. The U.S. military has gone out of its way to warn the troops not to
offend the Saudi sensibilities. And the Saudis understand
what's at stake here-oil, their livelihood. Without the
American military here, that livelihood would be in great
danger. So to that extent, the Saudis do appreciate the
presence of the 200,000 American soldiers spread across
the desert, protecting their country and their oil
reserves."

Understanding different cultures and traveling extensively is part of the job for Hickey, but it's also part of
being married to the journalist. Hickey and Dr. Marcia
Sue Clever, a psychiatrist involved in the worldwide battle
against the AIDS epidemic, reside in Rome, Italy, and her
presence in Europe has occasionally turned reporting into
a family affair.

-by Janet Jones, B.A. '90

Jim Hickey now files many of his reports from Saudi Arabia.

"During the revolution in Romania, Marcia and I happened to be in Belgrade just across the border. I was able
to monitor the revolution from Belgrade as well as take
trips into Romania," Hickey said. "I found myself reporting an incredible experience. Even Marcia was pressed
into service and for a couple days helped to coordinate
satellite feeds to ABC. She enjoyed the experience
immensely."
Hickey's career in journalism has consistently taken
him where the action is. After a rotation in Frankfurt,
Germany, and three and one-half years in Johannesburg,
South Africa, the reporter was sent to Rome where he was
on hand as the movement toward democracy swept
through Poland, Hungary, and Lithuania.
After his initial coverage of the political changes in
Eastern Europe, Hickey later returned to examine the
aftermath of the economic reforms the government was
struggling to enact.
"Ironically, people who have been shut off from the
West and a capitalist system for so many decades are now
exposed to it, and a free market economy is beginning to
grow in all the Eastern Bloc countries," Hickey said. "I
found that a lot of people were disgruntled at things the
Solidarity government was doing; they felt the govern-

As our globe shrinks,

WMU~

world expands

Continued from page 3
ing different cultures
and ideas.
"Throughout my
academic career," WMU
president Diether H.
Haenicke once said, "I
have observed the striking educational benefits a university derives from a culturally diverse multinational student and faculty body."
On a personal level, several opportunities provide interactions that can lead to improved understanding among
diverse peoples. For instance, Hoekje Hall is geared
toward international students, but many American students live there because of the chance to know foreign
students and be exposed to various cultures. Kalamazoo
area volunteers receive the same benefit when they help
out international students or open their homes to them.
On an academic level, faculty/student interactions also
enhance world understanding and knowledge.
"One of the strengths of WMU is the host of faculty who
were either born abroad or spent extensive periods of
research abroad," Dooley said. "There is a lot of foreign
expertise on campus. The depth of our resources is quite
astonishing."
Faculty routinely increase their expertise and interna-

ment wasn't moving fast enough to overcome the economic problems.
"Since the people wanted to see prosperity faster, they
now have a new democratic government in Poland,' he
continued. ''Wanting a bigger piece of the pie sooner is
causing some real problems with the struggling democratic movement in Eastern Europe."
Just like that evolving story in Europe, Hickey said he
believes the Persian Gulf crisis will provide innumerable
future assignments for journalists even after the war ends.
"I think the Middle East will continue to be a focus
point for some time to come," he predicted. "We're talking about all kinds of developments spinning off this. It
could go on for months if not for years."
Regardless of how long into the future ramifications are
felt, Hickey is doing today what he has always wanted to
do. Witnessing one history-making event after another is
just icing on the cake.

tiona! connections by attending international conferences
and serving as directors of study tours, international consultants, leaders of field courses, and as research fellows
and lecturers abroad. These activities enhance students'
classroom experiences and make valuable contributions to
the major learning centers WMU sponsors and supports,
such as the Institute of Government and Politics,
Translation Center, Center for Korean Studies, Latvian
Center, and Japan Center for Michigan Universities.
Knowledge and understanding is also transferred
through University-sponsored programs like academic
symposia, which are attended by professional personnel
from around the world, and interactions with visiting
international dignitaries, researchers, and lecturers.
Recently the 1989 conference, "Facing North/Facing
South: A Colloquium on Canadian-American Relations,"
received a national creative programming award.
All of WMU's international programs and services represent a commitment to providing an important educational dimension for students. But while the Kalamazoo
campus continues to be physically self-contained, the
institution's vision has become universal in scope and its
curricula continues to address the realities of our shrinking globe.

-by Janet Jones, B.A. '90
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For half..million-dollar business building grant

Kresge Foundation's challenge deadline approaches

Western Michigan University will receive a $500,000 grant
toward the new building for the Haworth College of
Business if alumni and friends contribute an additional
$800,000 in gifts and confirmed pledges by May 31. This
"challenge grant" was issued slightly more than one year
ago by the Kresge Foundation of Troy, Michigan.
According to William U. Parfet, chairperson of the
Campaign for Excellence and president of The Upjohn
Company of Kalamazoo, the "Kresge Challenge" has
already been instrumental in prompting significant support from many business alumni and corporations.
Meeting the challenge, Parfet said, and completing the
private funding for the new business building is the highest priority for private support. "Several major gifts, as
well as smaller commitments from many alumni and
friends of our business program are needed," Parfet said,
"if we are to meet this essential goal."
Parfet also emphasized the May 31 deadline for funding. Only actual gifts and confirmed pledges, secured by
May 31, count toward meeting the challenge. It is not
necessary that all pledges be paid in full by the deadline,
only that they be confirmed in writing by this date. In

fact, some larger pledges will be paid over the next several
years.
More than $6.7 million has already been raised toward
the $8 million goal for private funding for the new building, including $2.4 million of an overall $5 million pledge
to the University from the Haworth company and the
Haworth family of Holland, Michigan. Other major contributors include the Kellogg Company ($500,000), First
of America Bank Corporation ($350,000), Eaton
Corporation ($200,000), Ford Motor Company ($150,000),
and the accounting firm of Deloitte & Touche ($150,000).
Two alumni of the University have also made contributions in excess of $150,000 each. Many individuals and
corporations have made additional commitments of
$10,000 or more.
Total building project costs, including site preparation,
design, construction, furnishings, equipment, and relocation expenses are $20.1 million. In 1985, the State of
Michigan appropriated $12.1 million for the project. The
balance of $8 million is being provided through private
gifts.
A three-story, 161,000-square-foot structure, the
facility houses all five departments of the Haworth College

of Business-accountancy, business information systems,
finance and commercial law, management, and marketing-and supports more than 11,000 enrolled students
and 150 faculty and staff. Major building features include
a computer research laboratory and three specially
equipped computer classrooms, a periodical reference
center, an integrated college admissions and academic
advising area, a behavioral laboratory, a student lounge
and student organization area, an electronic classroom, a
large auditorium, a lecture hall, four conference rooms,
six presentation rooms, and a central courtyard.
In combination with the adjacent John E. Fetzer
Business Development Center (completed in 1983), the
new building creates a modern business complex for education and economic development.
The Kresge Foundation is an independent, private
foundation created by the personal gifts of Sebastian S.
Kresge. Grants are made nationally and internationally to
institutions operating in the areas of higher education,
health and long-term care, arts and humanities, social
service, science and environment, and public affairs. Most
of the foundation's grants are made on a challenge basis
to ensure completion of funded projects.

Major gifts and pledges to continued excellence at Western Michigan University
Naming gift from alumni couple
recognizes professor Welke

Alumni Karen S. and Theodore B. Stone, of Alexandria,
Virginia, have made a gift of $15,000 to Western
Michigan University to name a senior faculty office in
the new building for the Haworth College of Business
in honor of their former professor Dr. William R.
Welke. Welke joined the WMU faculty in 1967 and
serves as professor and chairperson of the Department
of Accountancy. Karen Russell Franklin Stone and her
husband, Theodore B. Stone, both earned B.B.A.
degrees at WMU in 1978. Both were members of Beta
Alpha Psi honorary accounting society.
Theodore Stone is a certified public accountant and
senior tax manager with Ernst & Young, Washington,
D.C. Karen Stone is a certified public accountant and
partner in the accounting firm of Grossberg Company,
Arlington, Virginia. In 1988, she was named one of six
top tax accountants in the Washington metropolitan
area by Money magazine.

Franzen endowed scholarship to help
students in childhood education

The Dorothy L. (Bladt) and Roy G. Franzen Endowed
Scholarship Fund has been established with a gift of
$10,000 from Dr. and Mr. Franzen of San Diego,
California. The annually awarded scholarship will benefit graduate students in the University's early childhood education program. Dorothy (Bladt) Franzen is a
former member of the College of Education faculty.

was named the WMU Distinguished Faculty Scholar in
1982. The Feirers reside in Kalamazoo and in Pompano
Beach, Florida.

Foundation headed for record year;
private gifts to date up by $4 million

As of December 31, the WMU Foundation had received
$7,192,780 in private support during the fiscal year
that began July 1, 1990. This exceeds the previous
year's total for the same six-month period by more
than $4 million. The primary reason for the record
total are several large pledge payments to the
Campaign for Excellence, including more than
$4.5 million of an overall $5 million commitment from
the Haworth family and Haworth company of Holland,
Michigan.
The Haworth gift came in the form of office furnishings and equipment, primarily for the new building for
the Haworth College of Business. The Haworth company is the nation's third largest manufacturer of office
furniture. The $5 million Haworth gift is the largest in
WMU history.

WMU graduates from Plymouth create
printing scholarship honoring Brink

endowed scholarship fund is being established
honoring Professor Emeritus Lawrence J. Brink. A
commitment of $10,000 from alumni Dr. John S. and
Mrs. Judith L. Lore of Plymouth, Michigan, has established the scholarship fund and additional gifts are
being sought from alumni of the printing management/marketing program and from Brink's friends and
Feirers add nearly $150,000 to
industriaVvocational education unitrust professional associates.
Lore, a graduate of the program, says "Those of us
Dr. John L. Feirer, professor emeritus of industrial
who
studied under Larry (Brink) realize how fortunate
technology and education, and his wife, Jane, recently
we
were
to be associated with a man of such profesadded more than $148,000 to the charitable remainder
sionalism,
intellectual integrity, and vision. He was not
unitrust they established at WMU in 1989. The unionly the steward of a nationally respected printing
trust, which will eventually fund the John L. and Jane
management program, but he was, at the same time,
K. Feirer Endowed Scholarship for Industrial and
for all the production printing at Western
responsible
Vocational Education in the College of Education, was
Michigan
University."
Brink was an associate professor
established with a contribution of $100,000 and is now
of
industrial
education
and head of Printing Services
valued at more than $250,000.
and
served
the
University
from 1940 until his retireDr. Feirer was a member of the WMU faculty from
in
1980.
He
resides
in
Kalamazoo.
ment
1940 until his retirement in 1984. He earned a masThe
Lore
gift
to
the
Brink
Scholarship is part of an
ter's degree from the University of Minnesota and a
overall $15,000 commitment by the alumni couple to
doctoral degree from the University of Oklahoma.
the Campaign for Excellence. Judith (Bell) Lore earned
During his career he also taught in the Minneapolis
B.A. from Western in 1964, and John earned a B.S.
a
Public Schools and at the University of Michigan. He
(1965), an M.A. (1967), and an Ed.D. (1975). John Lore
is a past director of alumni relations at WMU (1966-72)
and a 1990 recipient of the Distinguished Alumni
Award.
An

Tobin estate provides $145,000 for
blind rehabilitation endowment fund

Western Michigan University has received the final
$45,000 disbursement from the estate of Marie L.
Tobin of Saginaw, Michigan, who died in 1989. Gifts
from the Tobin estate totaled $145,739 and were used
to establish the Tobin Special Needs Endowment Fund
in the WMU Department of Blind Rehabilitation. The
specific needs funded by the annual income from this
endowment will be determined by the chairperson of
the department.

Haym Kruglak bequest will establish
student teaching excellence awards

Dr. Haym Kruglak, professor emeritus of physics, has
named Western Michigan University as a charitable
beneficiary of his estate. The gift will establish two student teaching excellence award endowment funds in
his name for physics students who demonstrate outstanding efforts and accomplishments during practice
teaching. One award fund will be for graduate students
and one will be for undergraduate seniors.
Kruglak was a member of the WMU physics faculty
from 1954 until his retirement in 1977. He earned a
master's degree, cum laude, from the University of
Wisconsin and a doctorate from the University of
Minnesota, where he taught prior to joining the WMU
faculty. He also taught at the University of Chicago
(1963-64) as a National Science Foundation Faculty
Fellow and had more than 100 journal articles, professional papers, and laboratory manuals published during his distinguished career.

Four gifts of $10,000 or more support
buying new transmitter for WMUK

Western Michigan University has received four gifts of
$10,000 or more each to support purchasing and
installing a new transmitter for WMUK, the University's
public radio broadcasting service. The gifts were made
by the Irving S. Gilmore Foundation, the MonroeBrown Foundation, the Harold and Grace Upjohn
Foundation, and Wm. John Upjohn, all of Kalamazoo.
The total cost for the new transmitter and renovation
of the transmitter site, set at $170,000, is being provided entirely through private gifts. These gifts were in
addition to more than $140,000 received in listener
support for annual operation. WMUK is a charter member of National Public Radio.
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Left : As part of an effort to revitalize their alumni chapter. mem-

bers of the social sorority Delta Zeta, held a holiday brunch in
December at the "house," East Campus ' Vandercook Hall. The
WMU chapter. Gamma Pi, sponsored the event. Participating were,
from left, (first row, seated) Sue Holderman Green, B.S. '67, M.A.
'68, and Amy Gerson, Univers ity of Rochester; (second row, seated)
Jennifer Anderson. Bowling Green State University; Carol Gamble
Lennon, B.S. '58; Gracie Taylor Fields, Michigan State University;
and Joanne Wilson Deal. B.S. '65, M.A. '71 ; (back row, standing)
Marie L. Stevens. dean emerita of students and 1990 president of
Gamma Pi Chapters Delta Zeta Housing Corporation; Kelly Flynn
Charnley, B.B.A. '78; Mary Lou Weimeister. M.P.A. '64; Susan A.
Smith, B.S. '87; Leslie Wright Decker, B.S. '65, M.A. '69, and
Merylee Ann Sopt, Central Michigan University

Left: Members of the Southeastern Michigan
Alumni Chapter joined fellow alumnus Tim Allen,
B.S. '76, on stage following his January 16
perforrr.ance at the Comedy Castle in Royal Oak.
They stopped laughing long enough to present him
with a Western Michigan University sweatshirt.
Just days earlier. Allen received a cable television
ACE award for his comedy special "Men Are Pigs,"
which was taped in Kalamazoo s State Theatre
and aired this fall on Showtime.

Alumni Association Calendar
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Left: John Bowman, B.S. '88, and

Above: In January members of the Lansing Alumni

Kalamazoo Alumni Chapter secretary Tracy
Burkhart, B.B.A. '86, were among those
returning to campus in December for the
Kalamazoo chapters holiday
reception at the historic Oaklands.
Following the reception,
chapter members attended
the Vienna Choir Boys '
performance at Miller
Auditorium.

Chapter met for a pregame reception at the Kellogg
Center on the Michigan State University campus to
rally support for the Bronco hockey teams contest against the Spartans. The Broncos defeated
Michigan State 8-1 . Among those attending were, from left, Jean Houdek Thomas, B.S. '5 5;
Randy Watkins, B.S. '76, M.P.A. '85; Watkins ' son. Peter; Cheryl Kane, B.B.A. '8 3;
and Kanes husband, Martin.

PHOTOS COURTESY OF
WMU ALUMNI ASSOCIATION

"Good Morning Kalamazoo"-7:30 a.m.,
Fetzer Center. Call the McKee Alumni Center
(616) 387-6179.

APRIL
20

Greater Grand Rapids Alumni
Conference-9:00a.m., Grand Rapids
Regional Center, East Beltline. Call Don or
Mary Davies at (616) 942-9410.

23

Southeastern Michigan Alumni Chapter
Meeting-6:30p.m., Tango's Restaurant,
Southfield Radisson Hotel. Call Lorrie Peck
at (313) 983-0209.

30

Greater Grand Rapids Alumni Chapter
Annual Meeting-7:00p.m., Grand Rapids
Regional Center. Call Kathryn Weeden at
(616) 455-4400 .

MAY
Student athletes receive 'misplaced' support

Oh how times change

I graduated in 1916 with a high school life certificate from
Western State Normal School and thought it might be
interesting to record what Western was like then.
There were only two buildings, the lovely pillared building on
the top of the hill and a little training school sort of tucked
under the south end of that building. The training school had a
lunch room in the basement, the only place to get food on the
campus.
Out-of-town students lived in approved rooming houses in
the city. My home was in town and I have no idea what the
charge was. Tuition was $12 a term. I remember sometimes my
books were more.
It was a small school, not more than 500, much like a big
high school, The big bui lding accomodated us nicely with
classrooms, a library, lab rooms, a bookstore and a gym. There
was also a big room that held the high school where I did my
practice teaching.
On the first day of school, President Dwight B. Waldo called
an assembly of the juniors in the gym-there are no freshmen
in a two-year school. Along with other directions and advice, he
told the out-of-town students they should write their parents
that night, giving them their address. To help with that, they
could pick up a sheet of paper and a stamped envelope at the
bookstore. Then he told the girls their locker room was in the
basement under the gym. To reach it they must cross that floor
to the stairs. If they were wearing overshoes, they should
remove them before crossing because the floor was oi led and
would rot the rubbers.
From then on he was Daddy Waldo.
The faculty gave us a reception with a long receiving line so
we met all the professors.
Our High School Life group was small, less than 100, so our
classes were small and we became acquainted with our
professors. There were a number of clubs to join, so we became
acquainted with other classes. There were also required classes;
one was the girls gym. This consisted of drills with dumb bells
and Indian clubs and fo lk dancing. For this we wore blue serge
bloomers-very full and buckled below the knee-and a m iddy
blouse.
We had a dance once a month with Fishers fine orchestra. It
always started with a grand march which ended with a circle two
step. Dr. Waldo and his lovely wife led the first one. There were
get-acquainted parties from eight to eleven. No smoking, no
drinking.
I have attended several of the alumni reunions, the last one in
1986, my seventieth.
I have watched with interest the growth of that little two-year
school to a college and then this fine University.
Marguerite E. Colvin, T.C. '16

Mr. Beatty's story on the athletic support program is another
reason why I do not want to support my or any other university.
This program is just another examp le of misplaced student
support.
College is a challenge. It helps mature a person and possibly
prepare them for life afterward. Students have to juggle many
things when they are taking classes, and no matter who they
are, it is not a breeze. That is why when I hear that studentathletes are receiving extras other students don't receive, it
irritates me.
Ever since high school, I have always heard the complaining
of these extra-curricular students. This complaining has always
granted them special privileges. I recall the ability to get special
times to take tests and more chances to take retakes. Now my
college is giving special tutoring, study halls, and even a
stipend. What is happening to education today?
These students are not the only ones who have a hard time
juggling school and outside activities. There are far more
students who must work just to stay in school, even some of
those athletes. What about non-traditional students, students
with special educational needs, or students from other
countries. What is being done to help students who must
support a family and pass their classes?
College is a time of discovery and the building of knowledge
for life afterward. All students shou ld be given every
opportunity to do better in schoo l; not give a select few priority
or special treatment over others.

1

Double Header Baseball Game/Alumni
Picnic-5:00p.m., WMU vs MSU, C.O.
Brown Stadium, Bailey Park, Battle Creek.
Call John Chmiel at (616} 965-0301.

8

Night at Jackson Raceway-6:00p.m.,
sponsored by the Greater Jackson and Lansing chapters. Call Kirk Hoffman at (517)
787-1054.

11

Alpha Beta Epsilon/Inter Chapter Council
Spring Convention-Host Chapter: Epsilon,
Jackson Holiday Inn-West, Kalamazoo. Call
ABE/ICC president, Peg Benham, at (616)
722-9530.

~UNE

7

Onyx Society-Spring/Summer Network
'91-Moonlight Cruise, Star of Detroit,
Detroit.

8

Onyx Society Business Meeting10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.
Onyx Society-Spring/Summer Network
'91-7 p.m., Dinner/Dance, Omni International Hotel, Detroit. Call the Network
"Hotline" (313) 983-9124.

Dave McDermit, '82

Research park would destroy unspoiled land

I am writing to alert other alumni that WMU is currently
pushing to build a research park on land which was donated to
the University with the stipulation that it be preserved as a
natural open space. Western wants the state government to
pass legislation which overturns the donor's wishes on this
property. The county Environmental Advisory Board
unanimously opposes this development.
There are currently hundreds of acres of unused land which
are zoned for industrial use on the north side of town. Not only
is this area full of people eager to find work, it's also within easy
access of the rail system, which will soon become the most
economical mode of commercial transportation.
Destroying unspoiled land is as evil as cutting down the
Amazon rain forest. Betraying the wishes of well -meaning
donors is equally evil. Please urge the University to behave in
an ethical and environmentally sane manner. Every choice we
make today determines whether the future will be a beauty or a
horror.
Western's decision in this matter will strongly influence
whether or not I support the University financially in the future.
Richard A. Reese, '74

21-22

Reunion Weekend-Classes of 1941 and
1951-WMU Campus, Kalamazoo. Call
McKee Alumni Center {616) 387-6179.

24

Greater Grand Rapids Annual Golf
Outing-Forest Hills Country Club. Call Bill
Thompson at (616) 698-7000 or (1-800)
253-9692.

.JULY
27-28

Bronco Hockey Alumni ReunionKalamazoo. Call Kevin McCaffrey (616)
387-3071.

OCTOBER
26

Homecoming

For more information about alumni events, call the
McKee Alumni Center at (616) 387-6179.

Alumnotes
1910-1959
• Merze Tate, TC '25, BA '27, in
October was inducted into the
Michigan Women's Hall of Fame.
Tate resides in Washington, DC.
• Larry Russell, BS '36, has been
inducted into the Michigan Sports
Sages.
0 Charles H. B. Morgan, BA '47,
MA '49, is Southwest Area manager for Pedinol Pharmacal. Morgan resides in Whittier, CA.
0 Robert Suckert, BA '47, in
September was inducted into the
Wisconsin Athletic Hall of Fame.
Stuckert resides in Whitefish Bay,
WI.

• Maurice D. Sumney, BS '48,
has been inducted into the Michigan Sports Sages.
O Dale Hartgerink, BS 'SO, in
September was presented the key
to the city of Kalamazoo, MI.
Hartgerink is retiring as city
treasurer.
• Dr. E. Arthur Pierre, BS 'SO,
was recently recognized by the
Michigan Elementary and Middle
School Principals Association for
his leadership role in education.
Pierre is principal of Cooley Elementary School, Waterford, MI.
0 Walton Piggott, MS '50, MA
'57, has been inducted into the
Michigan Sports Sages.
• Yale M. Brandt, BS '52, is executive vice president, fabricating at
Reynolds Metals Company, Richmond, VA.
• Bernadine Pendergrast Carlson-Carmichael, BA '52, MA '57,
has been named president of the
Emeriti Council for 1990-91 at
Western Michigan University ,
Kalamazoo, MI.
• J. Patrick Clysdale, BS '52, MA
'53 , has been inducted into the
Michigan Sports Sages.
0 Audrey Early Zmudka, BM '52,
has retired as an elementary
music consultant from the Grand
Rapids Publi c Scho ols, Grand
Rapids, MI.
0 Henry J. Zmudka, BS '52, in
January 1990 retired as an assistant vice president from Old Kent
Bank & Trust Co, Grand Rapids,
MI.
0 Donald Leatherman, TC '55, is
education and social science
librarian at the Public Library in
Arlington , TX.
• Margaret Mannix-Mantke
Husa, BA '56, MA '84 , in September was named principal of
Bellevue Elementary School, Marshall, MI.
0 Katherine Theodore Afendoulis, BA '57, MA '75, has been
named Teacher of Year by Michigan Department of Education.
Mendoulis is a third grade teacher
at Collins Elementary School ,
Forest Hills, MI.
• Stephen P. Gibson, BBA '58, in
July was promoted to chief financial officer and treasurer of Armstrong International , Three
Rivers, MI.
• Jane Gribble Stripling, BS '58,
is Upper Peninsula district president of Federation of Women's
Clubs, Menominee, MI.

Mary Ellen Broughton
Clements, BBA '61 , was named
34th President of Michigan
Lawyers Auxiliary, Lansing, MI.
0 Norman Johnson, BS '61 , has
been inducted into the Michigan
Sports Sages.
0 Jerry Mais, BS '61 , in November was appointed vice president
for manufacturing and engineering at The Harter Group, Sturgis,
MI.
0 Richard Soisson, MA '61 , has
been inducted into the Michigan
Sports Sages.
0 James E. Bolton, BS '62 , in
September assumed responsibility
for the Cass City Offices of Chemical Bank Bay Area, Cass City, MI.
• William R. Cole, BBA '62, in
October was appointed chairman
and chief executive officer at First
of America-Michigan, Grand
Rapids, MI.
• Elaine Mosny White, BS '62, in
October was awarded the professional insurance designation
Chartered Property Casualty
Underwriter. White is a training
consultant for CIGNA in Philadelphia, PA.
0 Jerome Drost, MA '63, is the
co-author of Themes and Settings
in Fiction: A Bibliography of Bibliographies. Drost resides in Amherst, NY.
0 Ralph Scotese, BBA '63, MBA
'66, in September was promoted
to treasurer of International
Research and Development Corp.,
Mattawan, MI.

Western Michigan University

A variety of professions are again
represented by
these University
alumni who are
currently featured
on the Wall of
Distinction display
in the lobby of the
Seibert Administration Building.
The wall highlights the accomplishments and
achievements of
recent graduates
in hopes of providing inspiration
and encouragement to current
students. It is
hoped that
through the Wall
of Distinction
young people will
obtain and maintain a sense of
pride in what they
are doing and
take initiative to
work for higher
goals.

Roger L. Pulliam,
Ph.D., B.S. '66, Assistant Vice Chancellor/
Academic Support
Services, University of
Wisconsin-Whitewater,
Whitewater, WI.

Robert J. Sharkey,
B.S. '73, Partner,
Vandervoort, Cooke,
McFee, Christ,
Carpenter & Fisher.
P.C., Battle Creek, MI.

Dr. Percy Clark, Jr.,
B.A. '64, Superintendent of Schools,
Metropolitan School
District of Lawrence
Township,
Indianapolis, IN.

Georgia A. Moss, B.S.
'73, Personnel
Manager, State of
Michigan, Brooks
Regional Correc tional
Facility, Muskegon, MI.

Karla R. Spaulding,
B.A. '75, Chief,
Appellant Division,
U.S. Attorney's Office.
Middle District of
Florida , Tampa, FL.

Alvin D. Pelt, M.D.,
B.S. '78, Staff
Psychiatrist, Southeast
Community Mental
Health Center,
Columbus, OH.

Henry E. Stallings 11,
B.S. '74, Founder/CEO,
Stallings II One Stop
Center, Detroit, MI.

Roman T. Plaszczak,
B.A '65, Senior
Attorney, Plaszczak &
Bauhof P.C., Kalamazoo, MI.

1965-1969
O Linda Jarchow Borsum, BS

'65, MA '87, in August was named
director of community education,
special projects and planning at
Lakeview School District, Battle
Creek, MI.
0 Dale Cryan, BA '65, MA '69, SA
'72, in August was named principal at Lak e Mi chi gan Catholic
High School, St. Joseph, MI.
0 Thomas J. Moore, BBA '65, is a
vice president and principal at
Capital Alliance Corporation, Dallas, TX.
0 Albert C. Schauer, BBA '65, in
November was named to the board
of directors at The Harter Group,
Sturgis, MI.
0 Richard F. Cerutti, BBA '66, in
October established the accounting firm of Bell & Cerutti, Kalamazoo, MI.
O Nancy K. DeWees, BA '66, in
July was appointed director of the
Marquette County office of the
Department of Social Services,
Marquette, MI.
0 Carter Dreves, BA '66, recently
earned the designation Certified
Business Communicator from the
Business Professional Advertising
Association. Dreves is director of
marketing communications at
General Chemical Corp., Parsippany, NJ.

representative at Brookside Auto,
Burlington, MI.
0 Robert L. Schultz, BBA '67,
MBA '71 , in September was named
vice president and partner of Midway Die and Engineering Inc. ,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Joseph Langone, BS '68, in
November joined the staff of
Kehoe Kavanaugh Agency Inc .,
Kalamazoo, MI.
• Glenn Rotier, BA '68, MA '71 ,
in November was selected mayor
for the City of Rockford, MI.
0 Sylvia Davis Lawhorn, BA '69,
in August was named elementary
school principal in the Van Buren
public school, New Belleville, MI.
• Thomas Malott, MBA '69, in
October was named President and
CEO of Siemens Energy and
Automation, Alpharetta, CA.
0 Earl "Gip" Seaver III, BS '69,
MA '70, in September was named
chair of the Department of Communicative Disorders at Northern
Illinois University, Dekalb, IL.
0 Commander H. S. Wear, BBA
'69 , in September was named
Deputy Croup Commander, U.S.
Coast Guard, Detroit, MI.
0 Michael Wilson, BS '69, MA
'77, in August was named principal of St. John's Elementary
School, Albion, MI.
0 Paul W. Wood, BBA '69, MBA
'70, in September was named vice
president of External Affairs for
American Cyanamid Company,
Wayne, NJ.

1970-1971

0 Glenda Belote, BS '60, is assis-

Wilford A. Butler
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1960-1964
tant vice president of student
development at Florida International University, Miami, FL.
0 Thomas McKenzie, BS '60, in
September was named principal at
Plymouth-Canton High School,
Canton, MI.
• Wilford A. Butler, BA '61, has
been named to head the Certification Commission of the American
Society of Association Executives,
Washington, DC. Butler is presi dent and CEO, B'utler Consulting
Group, Indianapolis, IN.
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0 James C. Foresman, BA '70, in

Carter Dreves

0 Shirley Holsinger Erlandson,
BS '66, MA '80, in August was
named principal at Little Chiefs'
Village, White Pigeon, MI.
• Robert W. Hirt, BBA '66, MBA
'67, in September was named treasurer of Measurex Corporation,
Cupertino, CA.
0 Lynn Shook Horton, BA '66, in
September was named principal of
Schoolcraft Middle School, MI.
0 Gary Long, BS '66, MS '75, in
September w<.s appointed to the
technical staff at Advanced Technologies, Bay City, MI.
0 D. Wayne MacDonald, BBA
'66, MBA '67, in July was named
East Metro area manager for Consumers Power Company. MacDonald resides in Utica, MI.
0 Paul "Pete" Clutter Jr., BS
'67, in August was named field

November joined the law firm of
Miller, Canfield, Paddock and
Stone, Detroit, MI.
0 John Goll, BS '70, in August
was named employee of the
month at Michigan Paperboard
Company, Battle Creek, MI.
0 John M. Schreuder, BBA '70,
in November was elected president and chief operating officer at
First of America Bank-Michigan,
NA. Schreuder resides in Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Floyd Strandberg, BA '70, in
July was named principal of Western High School, Jackson County,
MI.
0 Carolyn Collins-Bondon, BS
'71 , MA '80 , OED '83, in November was named director of
Western Michigan University 's
Southwest Regional Center, Benton Harbor, MI.
0 Roger W. Cooper, BA '71, in
October was named executive
director of Springfield Community Hospital, Springfield, MO.

0 James A. Culver, BS '71 , MA

'74, in August was named community education director by the
Decatur Board of Education, MI.
0 Diane Robinette Day, BA '71 ,
in September was named classified and administrative manager
fo r the Kalamazoo Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Georgia Lappas, BS '71 , in
August was named dean of
instruction at North Central Missouri College, Trenton, MO.
0 Michael D. Phillips, BS '71 , in
August was promoted to Medical
Social Work manager at Hurley
Medical Center, Flushing, MI.
0 Ronald Schavey, BS '71 , in
August was named elementary
principal for Baraga Area Schools,
L'anse, MI.
0 Chuck Tornabene, BS '71 , in
October was promoted to president of the consumer produ cts
divis io n of Turtle Wax Inc .,
Chicago, IL.

Chuck Tornabene

1972-1973

0 Timothy J. Ambrose, BS '72,

MA '74 , in October was named
vice president for institutional advancement at Interlochen Center
for the Arts, Interlochen, MI.
0 William Courliss, BS '72, in
September was named superintendent of the Littlefield School District, Alanson, MI.
0 James D. Holdread, BBA '72,
recently earned his Associate in
Underwriting designation by the
Insurance Institute of America.
Holdread is underwriting and

technical services manager at
Midwest Commerce Insurance ,
Elkhart, IN.
0 David C. MacKay, BS '72 , in
October was promoted to design
engineer for the Chevrol et-Pontiac-Ca nada Group of General
Motors Corporation, Warren, MI.
0 Tom McLaughlin, BBA '72 , in
July was appointed Probate Judge
of Clare County, MI.

Alumni "W'' Club selects
1991 award recipients
Veteran baseball
head coach Fred
Decker and former volleyball
player Kim
Poteau are the
1991 recipients
of the Alumni
"W" Club's
"man" and
Fred Decker
Kim Poteau
"woman of the
year" awards.
Decker, B.S. '64, M.A. '68, has guided the Broncos to a
434-315-5 record and thirteen winning campaigns over
the last fifteen seasons. He enters this year just three wins
shy of surpassing the late Charlie Maher's WMU career
coaching record for victories. Decker's 1989 club won the
Mid-American Conference title and a subsequent National
Collegiate Athletic Association tournament berth, while
his 1982 and 1983 teams won MAC-West Division crowns.
Poteau, B.S. '82, played volleyball from 1977 through
1980. Last fall she became director of member services for
the Kalamazoo County YMCA and is the volleyball chairperson for its Corporate Olympics program. A successful
coach, Poteau started at Comstock High School, where
her 1983 team won the conference title and her 1979
team the district title. Subsequently, she coached at
Kalamazoo Valley Community College and for the USAKalamazoo Junior Volleyball Club. Since 1987 she has led
the Gull Lake High School squad.

0 Betsy Stump Orrison, BS '72,

James D. Holdread

manager of the River Valley
School district, MI. Samaske
resides in St. Joseph, MI.
• Joan Ouellette Dillman, BA
'73, MA '82, in August was named
principal of Minges Brook elem entary school, Battle Creek, MI.
0 Michael Jazzar, BA '73, MA '78,
in August was named principal of
Marshall Middle School, Marshall,
MI.

in August was named social
worker for Homer Elementary and
Middle Schools, MI.
0 Lois Massa-Hayden Shepard,
BS '72 , MA '81 , in August was
named principal at F'ruitport Middle School, Fruitport, MI.
• Gustave A. Damaske, BS '73,
in October was named business

0 Peggy Haw Jury, BBA '73, in
August was elected chairperson of
the Michigan Association of Certified Public Accountants Eastern
Chapter. Jury is a principal with
Dupuis & Ryan, Flint, MI.
0 Jonathan Prinz, MA '73, in
August was named principal of
Comstock Park High Sch ool ,
Grand Rapids, MI.

the Westerner, March 1991

Left: Sandy and Jim, B.S. '52, Holmes,

and Jack, B.A. '53, and Charlotte Owen
were among the more than 100 alumni and
friends from the greater Washington, D.C.,
area who attended the Brass Quintet's
January 31 concert and pre-performance
reception in the Kennedy Center. Below:
During the reception, Robert Luscombe,
left, dean of the College of Fine Arts,
chatted with Walter Gilbert, B.A. '60.
Gilbert wrote the music for the University's
fight song and the music and lyrics for
the University's alma mater.

1974-1975

0

1976-1977
0 Graydon E. Blank, MA '76, in

July appointed superintendent of
the Gogebic-Ontonagon Intermediate School District, Bergland,
MI.
0 Robin Cox Hughes, BS '76, MA
'81, has earned the American
Compensation Association's Certified Compensation Professional
designation. Hughes is director of
human resources, Thousand Trail,
Inc. in Georgia.
0 Alan G. Lewandowski, BA '76,
MA '79, in November was named
clinical psychologist at Kalamazoo
Neurology, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Ulla Nielsen Evans, MSA '76,
in September was promoted to
administrative operations manager for retail systems at Borroughs Manufacturing Corp.,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Joseph E. Schmitt, BBA '76, in
August was named vice president
of finance for the Grace/Mount
Carmel hospitals, Detroit, MI.
0 Douglas Spencer, BA '76, has
been named director of public

Western Michigan University
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0 Roy A. Schryer, BA '73, in July
wa s appointed to the First of
America Bank-Straits Area Board
of Directors. Schryer is President
of Cheboygan Lumber Company
and Rivertown Do-It-Center ,
Cheboygan, MI.
0 Howard Wood, SED '73, OED
'74, recently had his first book,
The Super Small House, published
by Ozark Publishers. Wood resides
in Rogers, AR.
Sharalyn Watson BrandeU, MA
'74, in August was named director
of K-12 curriculum, personnel
and administrative operations at
Lakeview School District, Battle
Creek, MI.
0 Diane Harvey Catt, BS '74, MA
'89, in October was named first
grade teacher at Ellis Elementary
School, Grand Rapids, MI.
0 Timothy Clifton, BS '74, MPA
'77, was recently named superintendent of the Delta Township
Board of Trustees, MI.
0 Sherry L. Hartwell, BS '74, in
August was named speech and
language specialist at Kenowa
Hills Schools, Grand Rapids, MI.
0 John E. Hill, BA '74, in August
was promoted to senior sales consultant by the Upjohn Company,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Rick Hulsey, BS '74, MA '83, in
September was named director of
Willard Library, Battle Creek, MI.
0 Scott Little, BA '74, in August
was named principal of Maple Elementary School, Walled Lake, MI.
0 Paul Travis, BS '74, in
September was named principal of
Mackensen Elementary School ,
Bay City, MI.
0 Martin R. Walicki, BBA '74, in
August was named director of
finance at Consumers Power
Company. Jackson, MI.
0 Christina Worden, BS '74, in
September was named assistant
vice president of First of America,
N.A., Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Sherry Burt, BS '75, in September was named head of Ryan
Correctional Facility, Detroit, MI.
0 Linda A. King, BA '75, MA '76,
in August was named registrar at
Northwood Institute, Cedar Hill,
TX.
0 Dennis R. Martin, BS '75, in
September was promoted to
senior account executive with
Fairfield Broadcasting Co., Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Diana Pierson, MSL '75, in
August was named director of the
Mitchell Public Library, Hillsdale,
MI.
0 Margaret Abler Romzek, BBA
'75, in September was promoted
to assistant vice president and
commercial loan operations manager at First of America Bank-Mid
Michigan, N.S. Bad Axe, MI.
0 Evelyn Striker, BS '75, in
August was named fifth/sixth
grade teacher for Oceana Christian School, Hart, MI.
0 Richard Szabla, BS '75, MA
'86, in August was named principal of Indian Lake Elementary,
Vicksburg, MI.
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relations, marketing and sports
information for the Western Collegiate Hockey Association.
0 Enrico Vanchina, BBA '76, has
been appointed sales manager at
Siemens Automotive. Vanchina
resides in Rochester Hills, MI.
0 Joyce West DeRight, BS '77,
MA '87, in October was awarded
the Distinguished Service Award
at Western Michigan University.
DeRight is the director of the
Office of Admissions and Advising
in the College of Education at
Western.
0 Ed H. Edwards, BS '77, was
named regional manager of HBE
Engineering, Three Rivers, MI.
0 Robert J. Glees, MPA '77, in
Sept ember was named acting
director of the Ypsilanti Regional
Psychiatric Hospital, MI.
0 John Greko, BBA '77, in September was promoted to vice president of engineering services at
Duro-Last, Inc., Saginaw, MI.
0 Thomas Hanson, BS '77, MA
'83, in October was named principal at Northwestern Junior High
School, Battle Creek, MI.
0 Thomas G. King, BA '77, in
November was named associate at
Kreis, Enderle, Callander and
Hudgins law firm, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Robert S. LeHocky, BS '77, in
September was named vice president-sales at Howard Miller Clock
Company, Zeeland, MI.
0 Sheryl Shine-Thompson, BS
'77, in August was named social
worker for Capac Community
Schools, MI.
0 William Upton, SED. '77, in
July was appointed principal at
Fisher Elementary School, Marquette, MI.

1978-1979

0

Melinda Bonnema Abrams, BS
'78, in September was appointed
placement counselor Southwestern Michigan College, Cassapolis,
MI.
0 William Anderson, BBA '78, in
September was named vice president for commercial lending at
Great Lakes Bancorp, Saline, MI.
• Mike Evans, BS '78, was
recently appointed assistant vice
president at First of America ,
Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Lory Drury Fedo, BA '78, in
September was named account
executive for Westmoreland Larson & Webster Inc., Duluth, MN.

Lory Drury Fedo

0 Joan Sampson Mason, MA '78,

in July was named principal of
Mason Elementary School, Grosse
Pointe, MI.

0 Laurie McKinven-Copus, MA

'78, in June 1990 became the pastor for both the Munith and Pleasant Lake United Methodist
churches, Leslie, MI.
0 Patti Mettler Miller, BS '78, in
June 1990 was named assistant
librarian at the Colon Township
Library, Colon, MI.
0 Lynn Millerwise Spurr, BS '78,
in July was named supervisor for
the Plainwell district of the Air
Quality Division, Michigan
Department of Natural Resources.
Spurr resides in Plainwell, MI.
0 Roger H. Stamper, BS '78,
MBA '81, in October was named
managing director for Securities
Counsel Inc., Kalamazoo, MI.
• Theodore B. Stone, BBA '78,
was recently admitted to the partnership of Ernst & Young. Stone
resides in Alexandria, VA.
0 Robert Walsh, BBA '78, in May
1990 was named Attorney for the
Department of Veterans Affairs
Medical Center, Battle Creek, MI.

• Denotes WMU Alumni
Association members.
0 Denotes association
nonmembers.

0 Reverend Kay Boyer Bosworth, MSW '79, in July was
named minister of Whitehall and
Claybanks united Methodist
church parishes, Whitehall, MI.
0 Steven F. Milbeck, BBA '79, is
second vice president and trust
officer at Manufacturers Bank,
Detroit, MI.
0 Dr. Serge P. Schillio, BSM '79,
in August was named assistant
director of the residency program
at Saginaw Cooperative Hospitals,
Saginaw, MI.
0 Donn Tignanelli, BS '79, in
July was appointed assistant principal at Rochester Adams High
School, Rochester, MI.

Alumni Association seeks lost class members
Alumni from the classes of 1941 and 1951 will return to
campus June 21 and 22 for their fortieth and fiftieth
reunions. The Alumni Association needs help locating
class members of whom we have lost track. Please

Class of 1941

Aleta Doane Argabrite
Donna Baker
Dorothea Geiger Barnum
Frieda VanAntwerp Barr
Kathryn Knapp Birkhold
Dorothy Bower
Violet Brooks
Kathryn Bryant
Marion Carlson
N.D. Champlin
Hubert Charon
Will us Arbutus Crocker
Jean Boughton Cross
Lawrence Davis
Franklin Demmon
Lola Dunning
Sidney Durfee
Arvalla Edward
Robert Eisner
Myra Elwell
Stanley Elya
Marjorie Falling
Margaret Chamberlin Feather
Eileen Fish
Celestia Westfall Fitzgerald
Mary Foster
Russell Fowler
Elsie Gordon
Marljane Willis Gray
Chari Haddad
Mary Jane Crouch Halladay
Mae Bluhm Hanna
Christine Rupe Hanson
Lillian Healy
Helen King Hebert
Henrietta Bailey Hoffman
Jean Benedict Hopkins
Patricia Smith Howe
Clyde Hunt
Margaret Smith Hyser
Warren Hyser
Pauline Picchiottino Jacobs
Elsie Johnson
Geraldine Kirchhoff Johnson
Jean Lindberg King
Donald Kingsley
Verleta Klomparens
Blanche Knapp
Earl Knutson
Dorothy Trump Kohout
Marian Shinn Krieger
Edna Spoor Lamb
Leona Lanfear
Helen Laurynaitls
Ruby Lessiter
Katherine Power Licht
Hannah Lobensky
Loretta Locher
John Lucas
Barbara Luce
Frank Malone
Mary Malone
June Manchester
Marjorie Keefer Markham
Bernice Markus
Margaret Metzger
Elinor Smith Meyers
Mary Moore
Emma Musson
James Nelson
Bertha Noe
Betty McComb Northam
Ingrid Lund Northrup
Willard Northrup
Donald Norton
Ruth Norton
Ruth Mills Parrott
Betty Pennell
Edward Perkins
Wanda Potter
Theda Baldwin Ramsey
Ruth Kinney Rawlinson
Harriette Hanson Ray
Ramona Reed
Theresa O'Rourke Rosevear
Eleanor Gelb Ross
Laura Shedd Rundio
Betty Jane Larr Russell
Edward Sampson
Mary Schaub
Iva Seeb

Donald Shroyer
Neil Sleeper
Valerie Smith
Beverly Son nevi I
Elizabeth Hatkow Staryk
Naoma Buckley Stewart
Helen Stoll
Gladys Stoughton
Catherine Striegle
Jennie Stuck
Elizabeth Madsen Stuntz
Cecille Summerfield
Lee Swenson
Gertrude Tew
Helen Schroeder Triebel
Vera Lawrence Tryban
Ada Nienhuis Vandenberg
Florence Vanderwoude
John Veatch
Matilda Veltman
Herbert Wensloff
Martell Willits
Alfie Windberg
Jerrell Zerbe

Class of 1951

Hugh H. Anderson, Jr
Margaret A. Anderson
William D. Anderson
Kenneth D. Arend
Cecil B. Arnold
Don Atherly
Erma lmogean Babb
Beverly Ann Barry
Dora Begg
Kathryn Sue (Hettinger) Bell
Eveline Henrietta Benedix
Katherine B. Benson
Marilyn Sheldon Bentley
Robert 0. Bertweit
Martin J. Blied
Richard G. Blled
Ronald Bontsema
Robert Henry Borgman
Martha K. (Boles) Bowles
Luella Grace Brady
Herschel Victor Bray
Marian Breen
Ferris Austin Briscoe
Robert E. Brown
Donald L. Browning
Thomas F. Bruce
Mary J. (Sackett) Brummitt
Jay R. Buchtel
Patricia A. Burch
Margaret L. (Stults) Burke
Charles Robert Calhoun
Richard W. Carey
Betty Larone Collier
James Leslie Colman
Dorothy L. (Vandonselaar) Conrad
Marjorie (Shulters) Cook
Sue Carol (Webster) Cooper
Angela H. Costa
Maj. Kenneth Dale Cowan
Hattie (Vanderwal) Cox
Virginia Ruth (Huysman) Crowell
Dwayne Hugh Cusick
Dina M. (Pavri) Dalad
Dr. Bill J. Davis
Howard A. Dean
Jacqueline Degroat
George Delegan
Lewis Dewey
Jane Grace De Yonker
Daniel C. Dim
L. Catherine Downs
Lie. John Dugenski
Henry Paul Eddy
George Ogbonnia Ejeagwu
Audrey Mae (McConnell) Ellis
Dolores Lucille (Bean) Ellis
Martin Vincent Emerick
Charles Richard England
Gordon Lee Esslair
Russell Jack Evans
Dorothy Agnes (Stearns) Faber
Lorraine M. Farrell
Dwight L. Faupel!
Evelyn Ruth (Smith) Fiet
Nancy (Perry) French
Jean Ann Frick

review the lists below and call the McKee Alumni Center
at {616) 387-6179 if you have any information about the
persons listed. We'd like to be able to send them details
about the upcoming reunions.
Alice (Bosworth) Fry
Francis G. Fry Jr
Glen James Gale
Barbara Jean Gaylor
Warren A. Geiger
Phillip Germaneau
Lester William Gibbs
Ralph PGies
Patricia A. (Combs) Gilkinson
Roy Gillis, Jr.
Dona Mae Globig
Carol A. Good
Harvey Milton Gordon
Glenn W. Graves
William Aitken Greame
Georgia A. (Green) Gunning
Orville C. Haan
Gilbert Kingman Hall
Nova Everal (Brennan) Hamilton
B. William Hanichen
Bennie E. Hartman
Rachel Hayden
Dorothy A. (Early) Hecock
Gertrude Maria Heinze
Gordon Delbert Henderson
James Abraham Hendricks
Benjamin L. Hill
Owen Hoffman
Loren Holbrook
Mable Allee (Denney) Holtz
Carl Gilchrist Horan
John Robert Howard
Paul Lindsay Howes, Jr.
Leigh Vernon Howlett
Thomas Walters Hughes
Thelma E. (Dahlstrom) James
Robert Harvey Jeltema
Edward Johnson
Renee A. Joseph
Doris Joyce Kalmink
Norman Kaplan
Kathleen Therese Kearney
Bonnie Lou Kelly
Charles Carl Kent
Caternia (Billl) Kenworthy
Howard M. Kickert
R. Willard Kidder
John M. Kitzmiller
Jack Klimp
John Charles Knaup
Frank S. Koral
Bernard Walter Kruyer
Julius Lehmoine
Mardi McNiele Lentz
Stephen James Leonard
Donald L. Letts
James Neville Lewis
Marie W. Lindberg
Doris Marie (Kahle) Logan
Daniel Earle Lusso
Barbara Ann (MacDonald) Macintosh
Helen A. (Freeland) Malbone
Pearle Louise Martin
Paul K. Matthews
Forrest S McFarland
Douglas Edward McGarvey
Donald J. McGuire
Donald Y. Mcintosh
S. Robert Mclean
Donald Hoyle McMullen
Douglas D. McQuiggin
Phillip Louis Mercado
Andree Julie (Garson) Messali
Terrence Millar
James C. Miller
Robert Edward Miller
Janet Belle Minor
Charles Howard Montague
Suzanne Clark (Pierce) Morgan
Margaret L. (Bowles) Muehllng
Helen Muller
Frances Louise Navin
Howard Kenton Nelson
Robert Nelson
Mary Elizabeth (McKinnon) Neuwirth
Richard Lewis Newtson
Robert W. Nielsen
Ruth Arlene (Cox) Oaks
Larry Eugene Okun
Michael Oleshkeuich
Van Jay Olsen
Richard Edward Onan

Evaristo Otero
Harry J. Otis
Ruth E. (Mahle) Parker
Warren Arthur Parnell
Norman R. Peacock
John Pemberton
Selma H. Peters
Kenneth Pidruchny
Donna Naber Piersma
Erna Piggott
Barbara Faye (Whitney) Pitkethly
Ferris J. Post
Ralph Sherwood Preshaw
Kenneth J . Price
Monna Lee Quaterman
Phyllis Ellenora Ramsby
Wilbure Lee Raynes
Dr. Kenneth W. Reber
Dale Reed
Roberta Kathleen Reiley
Ann Adell (Cooper) Reum
Jack Cecil Rhodes
Charles Alfred Richards
Mary Helen Richardson
Keith Roberson
Philip E. Rodgers
Fane Thomas Rogers, Jr.
John Francis Rooney
Jacqueline Lorraine Root
Charles Herbert Rorabeck
John Joseph Rose
Harold John Rosengren
Mary Ellyn (Dobb) Rowe
Wayne E. Rowe
Lloyd A. Russell
Chester Rutowski
Doris Lucile (Fox) Salisbury
Richard Stuart Savage
John J. Schmidt
Willliam Schmidt
John Schoolenberg
Goerge P. Schultz
Loretta Schutt
Edna M. Scott
Edith Frances (Hill) Seager
Raymond J. Sherpltls
Jazqueline Kay (Lee) Shroyer
Patricia Ann Sipperley
Barbara Theresa Skocelas
Gordon Lyle Slater
Kenneth F. Slocum
Herbert Lee Smith
Clyde Richard Snyder
Erwin D. Spitzer
Marjorie Lou (Symons-Dopheide)
St. Louis
Robert Howard Stlngle
Willie Carl Stohrer
Thurlow H. Stuck
Marion Swierlnga
Jerome Walters Sykes
Chester J. Szot
William T. Taylor II
Peggy Sue (Davis) Tenney
Dr. Frederick C. Thiede, Jr.
Troy Arthur Thomas
Robert Leon Thompson
Lucille Jayne (Friend) Todd
Fred Ustimchuk
Eddie Lou (Bennet) Vanderlinde
John C. Vandermolen
Dorothy Ruth Vanderzalm
Jeanine Lee (Beatty) Veje
Jean Anne (MacPherson) Vennard
Irvin A. Vondestinon
James M. Wallace
Barbara Jean (Fricks) Walther
Frederick J. Wanamaker
Gerald S. Waterloo
Roger Weiher
Thomas F. Welsh
Milton Warren White
Mary Lou Whitford
Richard A. Williams
James L. Wilson
Walter Witwer
Geneva Caroline (Wolf) Wykoskl
Melih Yucel
Ruth Louise Zeldenrust
Rita J . Ziegler
Geraldine Ruth Zuern
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D David Van GinHoven, MA

198G-1981

D Peter S. Anderson, BS

'80, in

October was appointed instructor
in the College of Arts and Sciences
at Lawrence Technological University, Southfield, MI.
D Joseph D. Carver, BBA '80,
MPA '90, in August was named
health officer for the Calhoun
County Health Department, Marshall, MI.
D Rodney Crider, BBA '80, in
September was named executive
vice president of the Greater Bristol Chamber of Commerce for Virginia and Tennessee.
• Dennis Daar, BBA '80, was
recently appointed vice president
of corporate development and
national accounts for Hausted
Corporation, Medina, OH.
D Tom Greene , MA '80, in
August was appointed assistant
principal at Kenowa Hills High
School, Grand Rapids, MI.
D Diane Rose Halstead, BBA '80,
MBA '81, in July earned her Ph.D.
in marketing from Michigan State
University. Halstead is an assistant
professor of marketing at the University of Kentucky, Lexington,
KY.
D Scott A . Kooistra, BBA '80,
MBA '82, in September was
elected to the American Cribbage
Congress Hall of Fame. Kooistra is
current vice president of the
American Cribbage Congress and
was named the number one cribbage player in the nation in 1990.
Kooistra resides in Yankton, SD.
• John P. Miutz, BBA '80, in
October was promoted to account
supervisor at Intergroup Marketing & Promotions, Pontiac, MI.
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D Mark G. Rheaume, BS '85, in

'80,

in August was named business
manager of Zeeland Public
Schools, MI.
0 Cindy S. Wedel , BS '80, in
August was honored with the Creative Management Awa rd. Wedel
won the award for an article she
co-authored entitled "An Incentive
Pay Program for Radiology Transcriptionists". Wedel is director of
medical imaging at St. Thomas
Hospital, Niles, MI.
D Mary Hisey Ziegler, MA '80, in
August was named fifth grade
teacher at Baldwin Prairie Elementary, White Pigeon, MI.
D Linzy Bell, BS '81, in July was
named special projects coordinator and student organization liaison for the retention unit of the
Division of Minority Affairs at
Western Michigan University,
Kalamazoo, MI.
D James T. Dunn, BBA '81, in
September was named associate at
Strobl and Manoogian law firm,
Bi rmingham, MI.
D Kevin Harness , BS '81, in
September was named assistant
principal at Watervliet JuniorSenior High School, MI.
0 Albert Little, BS '81, in October was promoted to vice president and manager of First of
American Bank-Michigan, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Patrick Mangold, BBA '81, in
Ju ly was promoted to assistant
vice president of Inter-City Bank,
Buchanan, MI.
D Gordon F. Niedermayer, BS
'81, in September was promoted
to buyer for Walgreen Co., Deerfield, IL.

Additional graduates become life members
of WMU Alumni Association
The WMU Alumni Association would like to
take this opportunity to welcome our newest
life members . We thank you and commend
you for your continued interest in your University through life membership in our association.
Jennifer Alban, BS '86, Lansing , Ml
Arnold H. Anderson, BA '37, Brentwood, TN
Ruth Alten Bajza, BS '70, MA '72 , Prescott, AZ
Pamela M. Blolnk, BA '81 , MA '86, Grand Rapids, Ml
Adelyn Hussey Boyce, BS '36, Kalamazoo, Ml
Leo D. Boyce, BA '36, Kalamazoo, Ml
Joel B. Brahce, BA '81 , Farmington Hills, Ml
Robin Brennan, Lansing, IL
William J. Brennan, BBA '80, Lansing, IL
John R. Bromley, BBA '62, Battle Creek, Ml
Charles E. Burns, MA
Grand Rapids, Ml
Arvon D. Byle, BS '61 , MA '63, Kalamazoo, Ml
Sally Woodbridge Byle, BA '61 , MA '71 , Kalamazoo, Ml
Evelyn Reidling Campbell, BA '58, Largo, FL
Keith W. Christensen , BS '76, Vancouver, WA
Joan Chura, Shelby Twp, Ml
Robert A. Chura, BS '63, Shelby Twp, Ml
Laurel C. Crawford, BBA '78, Tucson, AZ
Maureen Lally Denzel, BBA ' 82, Utica, Ml
Jeffrey L. Denzel, BBA '82, Utica, Ml
Arthur P. Dillon, BBA '76 , Bay City, Ml
Charles F. Drebes II, BS '71 , Franklin , Ml
Joel S. Fabry, BBA '81 , Sherman Oaks, CA
Michael R. Favreau, BS '85, Rockfall , CT
Kim M. Ferzacca, BBA '87, Northville, Ml
Christopher J . Flum, BBA '86, Belleville, Ml
LaNoLa Cross Fox , BA '29, Ft. Wayne , IN
Gary S. Gerson, BA ' 67, River Forest, IL
Julio A. Gome, BA '88, Maimi, FL
Paula D. Hamady, BS '88, Charleston , WV
W. Hudson Hamady, BS '84, Charleston, WV
Ali H. Hijazi, BBA '84, Saudi Arabia, SA
Cassandra Chesney Hill, Clarklake, Ml

·n ,

George T. Hill, BS '82, Clarklake, Ml
MarkS. Hill, BA '79, Montague, Ml
Jeanine Harbin HoHman, BSW '85, Jackson, Ml
Kirk A. HoHman, BBA '86 , Jackson, Ml
Kelly S. Janousek, BA '82, Garden Grove, CA
Nancy Pierce Kohlenstein, BS '47, San Rafael, CA
Gary W. Landless, BBA '67, Macomb Twp , Ml
Janice E. Larson , BA '76, Evanston, IL
Kraig V. Lawrence, BBA '87, Augusta , Ml
Renee Lee, BS '80, Detroit, Ml
Margaret DelaRue Lockett, BS '47, Johnson City, TN
Douglas E. Melchl, BS '86, Huntington, IN
Lisa A. Mercurio, BBA '88, Mt. Pleasant, Ml
Allyn L. Miller, BS '61 , MA ' 66 , Battle Creek, Ml
Charles H. Morgan, BA '47, Whittier, CA
Peter R. Najawicz, BBA ' 89, St. Croix, VI
James J . Paper, BBA '78, Omaha, NE
James A. Plough, BA '47, Marina del Rey, CA
Donald 0 . Qui nn , BBA '68, Clawson, Ml
Karen Reinbold Rees, BBA '85, Bridgeport, Ml
Stewart J. Reid, BBA '73, Bay City, Ml
Christine Slezak Root, BS '75, Charlotte, Ml
Donald E. Rutherford, BS '81 , Plymouth , Ml
David G. Schmidt, BBA '70, Columbia, SC
George F. Sedlacek, MA '61 , Bellevil le, Ml
Lisa Ann Lapensee Smith , BS '84, Dearborn, Ml
Myron J . Sonnevil, BS '46, Fife Lake, Ml
Ruth Duby Sonnevll, BS '44, Fife Lake, Ml
Marilyn Kurschner Straus , BS ' 48, Highland Park, IL
Scott W. Sullivan , BBA '84, Wixom, Ml
Judith Stephens Thomas, BA '62, Fowlerville, Ml
Mac B. Thomas, BA ' 62 , Fowlerville, Ml
Mark L. Treichel, BS '86, Kentwood , Ml
Robert G. Utrup, BS '71 , MA '72, Lansing, Ml
Stephen N. Vafeas, BBA '85, Berkley, Ml
Randy A. Watkins, BS '76, MPA '85, Lansing , Ml
Michael S. Weber, BBA '84, Mt. Clemens , Ml
Patricia Cornish Weber, Mt. Clemens, Ml
Jane Adele Welborn, MSL '76, Ka lamazoo , Ml
Ann E. Werner, BA '62, MA '73, Fremont, Ml
Kenneth L. Will iams, MA '68, Mattawan, Ml
Bonnie Repke Williams, BS '66, MA '75, Mattawan, Ml
Richard L. Zebrowski, BS '61, Birm ingham , Ml

Sports and medicine open many
doors overseas for 1984 alumna
John P. Miutz

D Jim Naughton, BS '80, MA '82,

in October was named training
manager at Jack Morton Productions, Farmington Hills, MI.

Gordon F. Niedermayer

D Michael Spahr , MA '81, in

August was named principal of St.
Philip Elementary/Junior High
Schools, Battle Creek, MI.
D Steven Guy, MA '82, in August
was named English teacher and
head football coach for Hart Public Schools, MI.

Ninety-nine and Counting
One of the University's oldest
alumni, Sallie Clark Glenn, T.C.
'24, celebrated her tOOth birthday last year. "She still attends
concerts and other events on the
campus," say her niece and
nephew. Rosemary Ann Glenn,
B.A. '51 , and Robert B. Glenn,
B.A. '49, of Marquette. Glenn,
who lives in Kalamazoo, remains
active in her church and sees
her family often. A native of
Middletown, Illinois, she received bachelor's and master's
degrees from Columbia University and taught junior high
school English and social studies for many years. "/ miss
my teaching," she says. "/liked meeting the young people."
Asked how it feels to be 100, she answered, "It feels no different than when I was 90 or when I was 80. " Glenn became
a fife member of the Alumni Association in 1981.
Ullie Areaux Scott, L. C. '12,
another of the University's oldest
alumni, celebrated her 102nd
birthday September 18, surrounded by flowers at the
Lakeview Community Nursing
Home in Lawton. The flowers were
given to her by WMU well-wishers.
Among those observing yet
another birthday milestone for
Scott was Thomas E. Coyne, then
vice president for student services.
"Mrs. Scott's experience at Western State Normal (School), as
the University was named when she attended, was characteristic of those who went to college at that time," Coyne says.
"It took a lot of hard work and personal sacrifice to achieve a
college education and, thus, a better way of life. "

Linda Sell, MA. '84, recently recounted some of her professional
experiences in Europe as a teacher and sought-after speaker on
education and sports medicine.
A graduate of the athletic training program option, Sell has
now moved back to Barre, Vermont, after spending two and a
half years in Heidelberg, West Germany, teaching sports
medicine classes at the University of Heidelberg. During her
tenure there, she was invited to speak at various European
colleges and conferences. Her most notable invitation ·came
from the Russian Sports Medicine Society, which asked her to
present a talk on the "American Sports Medicine and Education
System" at a convention in Moscow.
Sell also has traveled to Liepzig's famous East German
College of Physical Education/Culture, considered the training
center for East Germany's best athletes. While there she worked
with top sports medicine officials and witnessed the historic
opening of the Berlin Wall. Just this summer, the Hungarian
Sports Medicine Society invited her to work with physicians at
the Sports University in Budapest.

1982- 1983
• Tina Daniels, MA '82, in October was appointed director of
alumni affairs at Northeastern Illinois University, Chicago, IL.

Tina Daniels

D Christina Davis, BS '82, MA

'85, in October was named quality
service director of Whirlpool 's
Pipestone Plant.
D Peter J. Emmerson , MA '82,
was recently named principal for
the pre -school through eighth
grades at St. Joseph Catholic
School, Battle Creek, MI.
D Kim Theodorovich Fritts, BA
'82, in July opened KTF Communication, specializing in public

relations, marketing and internal
communication systems. Fritts'
company is located in Grosse lie,
MI.
0 Larry Koops, MBA '82, in October was named senior vice president at Old Kent Bank,
Kalamazoo, MI.
D Mary Verseput Neubauer, BS
'82, in November was promoted to
senior account executive at
WQLRIWQSN Radio, Kalamazoo,
MI.
D John E. Samara, BBA '82, in
September was promoted to acting manager of custodial services
at Eastern Michigan University,
Ypsilanti, MI.
D Jerri Trimble Scurfield, BS
'82, in August was named audiologist for the practice of Dr. Herbert
L. Camp, Midland, MI.
• Terri Lynn Barrett, BS '83, in
June was 'promoted to associate
art director at Siddall, Matus &
Coughter Inc. Advertising, Richmond, VA.
D Jack A. Gregory, BBA '83, in
August was promoted to associate
at Crowe, Chizek and Company,
Paw Paw, MI.

February 1990 started an aerial
photography business. Rheaume
resides in Dryden, MI.
0 Michael P. Stapleton, BBA '85,
in September was appointed assistant vice president, Mortgage
Banker Financing Loan Group,
Specialized Industries, Comerica
Inc., Detroit, MI.
D Joseph J. Valko, BBA '85, was
named financial accounting manager for Leupold and Stevens ,
Inc. , Beaverton, OR.
D Becky Wiess ner, BBA '85, in
September was appointed training
officer at First of America, N.A.,
Kalamazoo, MI.

1986-1987
D Pam Carr, BBA '86, in Septem-

ber was named direct marketing
sales manager at the Kalamazoo
Gazette, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Kelli Hutchinson DeWitt, BBA
'86, in September was promoted
by Waterfield Financial Corporation to work with the Kalamazoo
Board of Realtors on mortgage
loan qualification and applications, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Camille Ho ekstra, BBA '86,
MSA '88, in October was named
senior tax consultant at Ernst &
Young, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Tim Peterson, BSM '86, in
September was named physician
assistant for Pullman Health Systems, South Haven, MI.
0 Myra Wik Saley, MA '86, in
August was named instructor for
Careers Center in Branch County,
MI.
D John G. Schlinker, BA '86, in
November was named associate at
Kreis , Enderle, Callander and
Hudgins law firm, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Jack Schneider, BBA '86, in
July was promoted to second vicepresident at Old Kent Bank-CenD Andrew Kristen, BS '83, in tral, Owosso, MI.
August was appointed supervisor D Stewart Schofield, MA '86, in
of recruitment and counseling al Augu~t was named Hartford High
School Principal, Hartford, MI.
Baker College, Port Huron, MI.
D JohnS. Griesbach, BBA '87, in
November was named sales repre1984-1985
sentative at Sequoia Press, Kala• Jill Cobb, BS '84, is a contract
mazoo, MI.
specialist with the Department of D Robert Hisey, BS '87 , in
Justice, Federal Bureau of Prisons, August was named physical educaWashington, DC.
tion teacher at Godwin Heights
D Molly Kirklin Cole, BS '84, in Public Schools, MI.
November was named program D Mark Jackson, BA '87, in July
coordinator for Environmental was named village manager of
Studies Center, Western Michigan
Homer, MI.
University, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Christine Hawkins Jensen, MA
D David Fortune, BS '84, in '87, in August was named princiSeptember was named bank prop- pal of Spitler Elementary School,
erties officer at First of America, Hart, MI.
N.A., Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Donald J. Jones, MSW '87, in
D Jeffrey Patterson, MBA '84, in September was named head of the
September was named coordina- Safety Council for West Michigan.
tor-finance, in addition to being Jones resides in Gobles, MI.
coordinator-investments, at D Lyndon Lewis, MA '87, in
Gleaner Life Insurance Society, August was named principal of
Lenawee, MI.
Climax-Scotts Middle School, MI.
D Patricia Prosise Schumm, D Jeffrey Melvin, MA '87, in
BBA '84, in September was named August was named principal of
sales service manager for Fabri - Bangor Middle School, MI.
Kal Corp., Kalamazoo, MI.
D Sara Rice, BA '87, in August
D John Simonds, BBA '84, was was hired as a Spanish teacher for
recently appointed assistant vice Homer Pubic Schools, MI.
president at First of America, D Deborah J. Strong, BBA '87, in
Kalamazoo, MI.
July was promoted to audit senior
D Geoffrey Soard, BS '84, in accountant of Price Waterhouse,
September was promoted to con- South Bend, IN.
sultant with BDO Siedman Man- D Robert Zwiers, BA '87, in
agement Consulting Services, August was named social studies
Kalamazoo, MI.
teacher for Caseville High School,
D Terry D. Blevins, BS '85, in MI.
August was named industrial arts
teacher at Godwin Heights High
1988-1989
School, MI.
• Bob Courtney, BS '85, in Octo- D Jean Aitken, BS '88, in July
ber was named copywriter/media joined the Peace Corps. Aitken
buyer for Steketee's Department will be a health specialist in Sierra
Store, Grand Rapids, MI.
Leone, AFRICA.
D Jeffrey L. Egberts, BBA '85 in D Carol Ann Coleman, BBA '88,
in August was promoted to speSeptember was promoted to associate at Plante & Moran, Kalama- cialist III in the data processing
department at State Farm 's Fire
zoo, MI.
and Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL.
D Douglas Hedges, BS '88, in
July was named assistant city
administrator for Plainwell, MI.
D Stephanie Lees, BS '88, in
August was hired to work in the
special education resource room
of Cedar Lake Elementary School,
Oscoda, MI.
0 Jeff Long, BBA '88, in October was named senior tax consultant at Ernst & Young, KalaJeffrey L. Egberts
mazoo, MI.
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D Bryan V. Mizeur, BBA '88, in
July joined the accounting of Dart
& Rumsey P.C., Coldwater, MI.
D Paula Markavitch O'Connell,
BS '88, in September joined the
teaching staff at Whitehall School
District, MI.
D Scott Oliver, BBA '88, in October was named senior accountant
in the audit division of Ernst &
Young, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 Robyn D. Rubley, BS '88, in
September was promoted to loan
officer at Waterfield Financial
Corporation, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Rhonda Rynbrand, BS '88, in
September was named account
representative at Physicians
Health Plan, Kalamazoo, MI.
• John P. Schlagheck, BBA '88,
is downtown services manager for
Downtown Kalamazoo Incorporated, Kalamazoo, MI.
0 David J. Smith, MBA '88, in
November was named financial
planner/analyst for Aeroquip Corporation's Aerospace Group, Jackson, MI.
D Ross Spe ira n, BBA '88, in
August was promoted to specialist
III at State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, Bloomington, IL.
D Wendy L. VanderVeen, BS '88,
in September was named project
manager at CF Designs, Kalamazoo, MI.
D Nancy Baker, BS '89, in August
was named fourth grade teacher
for the Martin Public Schools,
Martin, MI.
D Byron J. Bouey, BSE '89, is an
air bag engineer for Bendix Safety
Restraints Group, Troy, MI.
D Steven Crothers , BS '89, in
September joined the teaching
staff at Whitehall School District,
MI.
D Sharon Rose Cummings, MA
'89, in August was named principal of Centreville Schools, Centreville, MI.

0 Lisa Denbraber, 8 '89, in
August was named special education teacher for Hart Public
Schools, MI.
0 Mia DeVitis, BBA ' 89 , in
September was named media estimator at Yafee & Company ,
Southfield, MI.
D Scott Engerson, BS '89, in
August was appointed staff
appraiser for Plainfield Township's
assessment department, Plainfield, MI.
D Kelly Strouse Heidbreder, BS
'89, in August was named photogher and account executive at
The Blissfield Advance newspaper,
Blissfield, MI.
D Paul J. Heidbreder, BA '89, in
August was named advertising
manager at The Blissfield Advance
newspaper, MI.
D Karen M. Lulich, BA '89, in
September was named English
teacher at Nouvel Catholic Central
High School, Saginaw, MI.
0 Michaela Ma nn, BS '89, in
August was named high school
special education teacher at Capac
Community Schools. Mann
resides in Mt. Clemens, MI.
• Paul Marr an, BA '89, in
September was named copywriter
with Maxwell Advertising, Kalamazoo, MI.

D I nger Nel son , BM '89, in
August was hired for a teaching
position at Bronson School District, MI.
0 Alice Wo lak , MPA '89, in
August was named director of the
Eaton County Unit of the American Cancer Society. Wolak resides
in Lansing, MI.
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Returning to Kalamazoo _ _ _ _____,
William Bolton, B.S. '68, senior vice president of marketing for
Jewel Food Stores, returned to Kalamazoo recently to address the
West Michigan Chapter of the American Marketing Association.
Bolton, center, had an opportunity during the evening to talk about
all of the latest developments on campus with, from left, Or. Lowell
Crow, associate dean of the Haworth College of Business and
chairperson of the marketing department; Cynthia Wrazien-Hirt,
M.B.A. '84; Lori Mullin, B.B.A. '88; and Richard Neschich,
associate professor of marketing.

1990
• Marci Abel, BA '90, in September was named Spanish teacher at
Armada Middle School, Armada,
MI.
• Gregory P. Beverly, SSE '90, in
October was named design engineer at Aeroquip's Aerospace
Group plant, Jackson, MI.
• Bill Crose , MA '90, was
recently named Corporate Training Specialist with First of America, in Illinois.
• Vicky Ellsworth Fisher, BS '90,
in September joined the teaching
staff at Whitehall School District,
MI.
• Juliet M. Hansen, BA '90, has
been appointed convention service
representaive at Kalamazoo
County Convention and Visitors
Bureau, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Lyda Harmon, MSW '90, in
September joined the staff of the
Center for Women's Health as a
social worker, St. Joseph, MI.
• Margery Holth , BBA '90, in
August was named audit staff
member at the accounting firm of
Maner, Costerian & Ellis, Lansing,
MI.
• Brian Inglis , BBA '90, in
September was appointed credit
analyst at Michigan National
Bank, Farmington Hills, MI.
• Kevin Kamphuis, BSE '90, in
November won the Young Design
Engineer's Paper Competition
sponsored by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers.
Kamphuis is employed by Ford
Motor, Ypsilanti, MI.
• Gina Morey, BSW '90, in July
was named caseworker for Big
Brothers/Big Sisters in the Albion
and Marshall areas, MI.
• Jody Helrigel Pratt, MA '90, in
August was named principal at
Moline Elementary, Wayland, MI.
• Judy Jansma Rau, MA '90, in
September became a speech
pathologist for Cedar Springs
School District, Cedar Springs,
MI.
• John Schuemann, BBA '90, in
September was named account
executive at Physicians Health
Plan, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Lisa Shaw, BS '90, in July was
named special education teacher
at Mar Lee School, Marshall, MI.
• Steven Townsend, Ed.D. '90, in
September joined the staff of Passages Outpatient Services, Kalamazoo, MI.
• Jack A. Veldboom, BS '90, in
November was named project
engineer at Miller-Davis Co., Kalamazoo, MI.
• John P. Ward , BSE '90, in
November won the Young Design
Engineer 's Paper Competition
sponsored by the American Society of Mechanical Engineers. Ward
resides in Kalamazoo, MI.

It's come to our attention

Our readers have alerted us to
errors appearing in the recent issue
of the Westerner. We regret the
errors and would like to correct the
information.
.... The cheerleader in the
Homecoming activities review on
page 15 of the December issue was
incorrectly identified. The photo
was of Carrie Barnes, a junior from
Carrie Barnes
Kalamazoo.
.... Two alumni were incorrectly included in the death
notices. We received an obituary for Erik P. Harmes, B.S.
'90, for the December issue. However, Harmes assures us
he is still an active alumnus. Also, the September issue
included an obituary for Brother Donald E. McCoy, B.A.
'47, in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. McCoy, who spends his
winters in Mesa, Arizona, and his summers in Coldwater,
informs us that he has never been a brother nor a
Pennsylvania resident. We inadvertently confused his
name with another Donald McCoy who attended WMU but
did not graduate.
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Former coaches, teammates, and friends of the late Harold
Gensichen, B.S. '47, gathered in Kalamazoo December 1 to pay
tribute to the former Bronco great who passed away April 27,
1990. During half time of the men's basketball game, athletic
director Or. Leland Byrd, left, presented Gerry Gensichen with a
plaque in recognition of her husband's many contributions to ~he
University and Bronco athletics. Participating in the presentation
were two of the tribute's organizers, Rolla Anderson, B.S. '44,
(on Mrs. Gensichen's left), and Lew Lang, B.S. '47, (on Mrs.
Gensichen's right) . Throughout the ceremony, the Read Fieldhouse
scoreboard read "Home 65, Visitors 61 ," reflecting the score of the
December 15, 1946, basketball game between the University of
Michigan and Western Michigan University Gensichen, a forme~
member of the Alumni Association Board of Directors, scored th1rty
points in the Bronco victory

The Student Alumni Association brought a bank executive to campus in November as part of its
Senior Seminar, a program that arranges for alumni to share their "r~al-life" exp~ri~nces with current
students. Bill Eichstaedt, B.A. '70, vice president and manager of F1rst of Amenca s Portage
office, talked to students about establishing credit.

Deaths

Marion R. Spear, Department of
Occupational Therapy founder
and an associate professor
emerita in the department,
September 27 in Cherry Valley,
NY. Spear directed the occupational therapy program , which
was one of the first five such
schools in the United States and
was the first non-teaching program WMU offered.
Harriett K. Creed, an associate
professor emerita of health, physical education, and recreation,
November 27 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Creed coordinated the professional undergraduate program in
the department and developed
and implemented a self-directed
learning laboratory there. She
also was bowling coach from
1970 to 1975.

1910-1949
Mildred Hutchens, TC '15, BS '31,
October 5 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Ruth Nichol s Gorham, TC '20,
September 26 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Marian Ayres, TC '21, November 7
in Kalamazoo, MI.
Ruth Muell er Green , TC '22,
March 16, 1990 in Colorado
Springs, CO.
Atha Allen Hall, TC '22, August
10 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Boneita Smith Handley, TC '24, in
November in Three Rivers, MI.
Willus Crocker, TC '27, BA '41 , in
November in Kalamazoo, MI.
Teskey Welch, TC '27, September
12 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gladys I. Spencer, TC '28, BA '32,
September 30 in Litchfield, MI.
Ethel Veenhuis McGrail, BM '29,
ovember 2 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Florence Ritchie, BA '29, September 6 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Ada Tazelaar Bork Schmidt, BS
'29, November 14 in Kalamazoo,
MI.
Olive Finkbei ner Halloran , TC
'31 , BS '58, October 28 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Thelma Noack Ziegert , TC '31,
August 9 in Benton Harbor, MI.
Fran cis R. Pellegrom , BS '32 ,
October 11 in Three Rivers, MI.
Orrin R. Lathrop, BS '33, August
3 in Terlingua, TX.
Frances Dekoning Sorlie, BA '34,
ovember 24 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Wil da Dake Marq uard , BA '35,
September 25 in Muskegon, MI.
Marquard was a member of Alpha
Beta Epsilon, Western's alumnae
sorority.
Wayne W. Childs, BS '37, July 25
in Bellaire, MI.

Josephine A. Nicolette, B.A. '39,
Ed.S. '63, January 18 in Portage.
icolette, who was a faculty
member from 1950 to 1980, was
an emerita in the Counseling
Center. The center 's Career
Exploration Media Center, which
she founded, is named for her.
A. Lee Mallison, BA '39, eptember 17 in Ann Arbor, MI.
Spencer Van Valkenburgh , BS
'39, MA '55, October 19 in
Kalamazoo, MI.
Lila Ro gers Houghton , BA '40,
MA '54, August 28 in orth Port,
FL.
Donald A. Ingold, BS '40, September 12 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Josephine Brack Miller, BA '41,
October 3 in Grand Rapids, MI.
Albina Lysczyk DiLoreto, BA '42,
August 11 in Northpoit, MI.
Dorothy King Ellis, BS '42 , MA
'78, in 1989 in Grand Rapids, MI,
it was recently learned.
Greta Lin s ea First er, BS '43,
August 6 in Grand Rapids, MI.
William T. Cullen Jr., BA '44, July
13 in Great Falls, MT.
Richard C. Dunkelberger, BA '47,
October 12 in Plymouth, MI.
Juanita Goodrich Frohm, BS '47,
July 20 in Battle Creek , MI.
Frahm was a member of Alpha
Beta Epsilon, Western's alumnae
sorority.
Agnes Pelegrin Lemorande, BS
'47, in October in Oconto Falls,
WI.
Violet Harbeson Smith, BS '47,
October 17 in Bradenton, FL.
Kenneth N. Murphy, B.S. '48,
September 22 in Mesa, Arizona.
E. Joseph Zaccardelli, BS '49, in
1990 in St. Clair Shores, MI.

1950-1990
Betty Martin Keiser Mills, BA '50,
May 7, 1990, in Coral Springs, FL.
Mirka Spacek Penland, BS '52, in
1990 in York, PA.
Carroll V. Avery, BBA '53, July 30,
in Sun City, CA.
Florence Adams Backing, BS '53,
September 10 in Muskegon, MI.
Edna Carroll Dunham, BS '54,
September 29 in Dowagiac, MI.
Dunham was a member of Alpha
Beta Epsilon , Western Michigan
University's alumnae sorority.
J ani ce Osborn Bindeman, OT
'55, August 18 in Dayton, OH.
Earl F. Ex, BS '55, August 29 in
Houghton, MI.
Frances Bicknell Miller, BS '55,
August 31 in Marshall, MI.
Lois Cobb Kaech el e, BS '56 ,
August 18 in Wayland, MI.

Two Waldo sisters die this winter

Dorothy Stapler, B.A. '41, and Mary Elizabeth Thurn, B.A. '29,
both daughters of Dwight B. Waldo, Western Michigan
University's first president, have died within one month of each
other. Stapler, seventy-one, of Bowdoinham, Maine, died
January 18 in Brunswick, Maine. A memorial fund has been
established in her name for WMU's Dwight B. Waldo Library.
Thurn, eighty-two, of Hilton Head Island, North Carolina, died
December 26. A memorial fund has been established in her
name for a Presbyterian church on Hilton Head Island.
Robert 0. Ridley, BBA '56 ,
August 30 in St. Joseph, MI.
Shirley McLean Carter, BS '57, in
1990, in Port Huron, MI.
David L. Elliott, MA '57, August
11 in Melbourne, FL.
Rev. Keith R. Goss , MA '58,
August 31 in Orlando, FL.
Minnie Franklin Nicholas
Hoe xter, BS '71, July in
Richmond, VA.
Robert M. Wells, BS '58, MA '62,
last in Boulder City, V it was
recently learned.
Edna Hobday Lord , MA '59 ,
November 3 in orfolk, VA.
Helvi Pellegrini, BA '61, July 20
in Calumet, MI.
Linda E. Bunte, BA '63, November 16 in Southgate, MI.
Brenda Kettinger Schipper, BA
'64, August 25 in Jackson, ML
E. Zylstra, MA '65 , August 7 in
Grand Rapids, MI.
Kaye Martin Mahoney, BA '65,
September 14 in Durham, C.
David J. Snyder, BS '65, MA '73,
August 10 in Muskegon, MI.
Carl McGeath, BBA '66, MBA '67,
October 11 in Powell, OH.
James Mencarelli , BS '66, August
15 in Grand Rapids, MI.
James Wesley Avi ns, MALS '67,
February 19, 1990, in Columbia,
I .

Beulah Pomeroy Powell, BS '67,
July 11 in Clare, MI.

Es tela Baez Valde z, BS '67,
October 19 in Mora, NM.
Susan C. John son , BA '68, July
31 in Troy, MI.
Joan Fehner Madden , MA '68,
September 18 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Maxine Bensley Walker, BS '68,
October 4 in Three Rivers, MI.
Elizabeth At z Boe gli , BA '69,
October 19 Kalamazoo, MI.
C. Stephen Hankins , BA '69, MA
'79, September 8 in Redlands, CA.
Richard T. Philip, BS '69, February 19, 19 9 in Evanston, IL, it
was recently learned.
George R. Hale, BA '70, November 2 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Gerald E. Wurst, BBA '71, August
11 in San Francisco, CA.
Gordon W. Melson , BS ' 72,
September 16 in Arlington
Heights, IL.
Ken neth L. Kinney, BBA '75 ,
October 28 in Kalamazoo, MI.
Lanny J. Root, BBA '75, September 27 in Marlette Township, MI.
Ni cholas P. S tanesa , BA '79,
August 8 in Dearborn, MI.
Sandra Kay Bosworth Ruthruff,
MPA '86 , November 24 in
Charlotte, MI.
Larry Si mon, BBA '86, September 29 in Ann Arbor, MI.
Steven L. Spence, BS '88,
ovember 11 in Coldwater, MI.
Greg Paulus, BFA '90, in the fall
of 1990 in Kalamazoo. MI.

Former student services assistant dies

Norman K. Russell, B.S. '46, a professor emeritus of counseling
and a former Western Michigan University administrator, died
November 22 in Kalamazoo, Michigan. Russell's association
with the University put him in contact with hundreds of students
over the years.
In 1946 he joined the WMU faculty in what was then the
aviation department. He became a counselor in 1955 and
coordi nator of academic counseling in 1962. Then he served as
assistant to the vice president for student services from 1968 to
1982. In this position he oversaw such areas as orientation,
international student services, foreign study, testing services,
and the Women's Center.
His wife, Vera Jean Smith, B.A. '42, is an assistant professor
emerita of education and professional development. All three of
the Russell's children are WMU graduates.

+
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International athletes bring diversity to Bronco teams

+

The idea of the world as a cultural "melting
pot" is rarely as evident nowadays as it is in
sports.
During the Cold War when business
executives and diplomats frequently had
trouble crossing political barriers, athletes
and international competitions were often
welcomed with open arms. Even during wars, athletes from
the battling nations have met on the field of competition.
This international component of sports is just about
everywhere today, including at Western Michigan University.
Of the 450 varsity student-athletes at WMU, 26 of them are
from countries other than the United States. Twenty-two
Broncos are from Canada while one each hails from Ecuador,
Germany, Japan, and South Africa. In the recent past, the
University's rosters also included athletes from China,
England, Ireland, and Nigeria.
Student-athletes from as far away as South America and
Europe choose to compete at WMU for a number of reasons.
The most frequent reason is the opportunity to combine
education and athletics within the university athletic setting.
University athletics is not unique to America, but it is more
highly-funded, more visible, and more organized than in
most countries. Also, more opportunities exist for greater
numbers of athletes at varying levels of talent to compete,
and a wider varjety of sports are offered.
That, says sophomore Mina Osakabe, a
secondary education major, is the greatest
difference between playing tennis in the
United States compared to her hometown of
Hamamatsu, Japan.
"In Japan, the opportunities to continue to
play are limited to those with the most
talent," Osakabe says. "If I were still there, I
would probably not still be playing, because I
am good, but not great. Here, there are more
chances for players of different talent ranges
to play longer because there are so many
levels of competition at the different
univer ities."
Before coming to WMU, Osakabe was a
foreign-exchange student at Lake Station,
Indiana, where as a senior she was an allconference performer with the tennis team.
For another sophomore, gymnast
Santiago Navarro of Quito, Ecuador,
international athletics at any level is a tool to
better understanding the world and its variety of peoples.
Gaining that understanding appears to be a family endeavor,
as Navarro was sent to an American school as a child and was
encouraged to attend a U.S. college by his parents, both of
whom pursued university studies abroad. His brother is
currently attending the University of MassachussetsSpringfield.
"Each time you compete, you
leave an impression about who
you are and what you represent,"
Navarro says. "It doesn't matter
what the reason for the
competition-whether it's
political or not political-you
learn about the people and their lifestyles and countries by
what you see there."
In addition, he says the U.S. government's stability makes
coming here a favorable choice over going to school in
Ecuador. "Each time the government changes, changes are
made at the universities with programs and professors and how the
universities are funded," he says.
Last year Navarro transferred to
WMU from East Strousburg
University in Pennsylvania to get
experience in a Division I athletic
program. His academic aspirations
are as high as his athletic ones. He
is studying genetics, with a special
interest in plants, and plans to go
on to graduate school.
While stressing they are "not
political," Navarro and junior
tennis player Carl DeBeer of
Johannesburg, South Africa,
commented on the political
process after being asked their
personal thoughts.
Navarro says he is impressed
with the way the American people
"pull together to try and solve
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problems. But I don't think students should hold
a lot of protests. I come from a country where I
think they protest too much, about too many
little things. There are a lot of riots, but people
stop listening. I think the Americans should pay
more attention to the government people they
elect, then have more faith in their leaders."
DeBeer says he thinks U.S. college students
are pretty much unaware of
many world problems. "I don't
•
think they realize some of the
luxuries they have that are not
available everywhere in the
world," he says.
DeBeer is a prime example of
how sports can help broaden an
individual's international experiences. He served
two years of mandatory military service, during
which time he was a member of South Africa's
prestigious national military tennis team. When
his service was up, he and a friend played
amateur tennis in Europe (mostly Germany) in hopes of
catching the eye of U.S. university and college coaches or
supporters. When his friend accepted an offer at Kalamazoo
Valley Community College, DeBeer followed suit, having no
idea where Kalamazoo or Michigan were.
At Kalamazoo Valley, he went on to to win the National
Junior College Athletic Association No. 1 singles title and to
earn All-America status. He says he transferred to WMU's
Division I program because it offered him a chance to
continue both his playing career and his education.
The University's excellent aviation program, he says,
dovetails with his plans to be a commercial pilot in his home
country. It is also a perfect occupation to
help him accomplish one of his other
goals-seeing as much of the world as he
can.
"I think you can never really know a
country or its people until you actually
live there for a time," he says. "Being in
Germany was really tough because of the language barrier
and the people seemed more cold. Here in America, the
people are friendly."
One of the regions DeBeer is particularly interested in
exploring is North Africa, which is relatively close to his
home and yet unattainable for the time being.
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People in America don't always know a lot about the
African countries, so many people don't know that it is not
legal for me to go to North Africa. I hope that will be possible
someday. I'd love to see that country and see the beaches,"
he says.
Freshman gymnast Heather Forbes has had a different
international experience from Osakabe, Navarro, and
DeBeer in that she is an American who lived and
competed in Ramstein, Germany, for more than four
years. Then last fall, when her father retired from the U.S.
Air Force, Forbes enrolled at WMU. She chose the
University because it had a good women's gymnastics
program and it was in the Midwest, an area where her
family has never lived.
Forbes says being in Germany during the time when
the Berlin Wall came down is an experience she will never
forget.
"There was an energy about it-pure energy," she says.
"No one even wanted to go to sleep for days. It was
tremendously exciting. Everybody would wave at the cars
with East German license plates."
Before the wall came down, Forbes and her family met
a family who had escaped from East Germany. ''When the
wall came down, I asked the family if they were going to
go back and get some of their other stuff they'd left
behind. They said no, they
were never going back. They
had the attitude that if the
borders could be opened in a
day, they could be closed in a
day, and they didn't want to be
on the wrong side on the wrong
day."
Although only a rookie, the dietetics major is competing
as an all-around performer for the Broncos and recently
broke the University's uneven bars record (9.50). She says
sports is a good arena for international diplomacy because it
is a place where everyone tries to do their best.
"I think when sports is left to be sports, and not used as a
political tool, it is a time of peace, when people can get
together from other countries and learn more about each
other."

